9 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - badmni nt on
G VE PRIORITY TO NATI ONAL | NTEREST, SAS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernamm) -- The national shuttlers should give
priority to playing for the nation rather than for nonetary rewards, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d tonight.

He said the players should devote their full attention to the gane and
do their best in any conpetition to enhance their achi evement and bring
back badm nton glory to the nation

"We should not |ook at the ringgit, instead we should play in the
interest of the country and the sport itself," he said at a breaking of the
fast with the Thomas Cup and Uber Cup squads, here.

He al so expressed his hope that the national squad would qualify for
the Thomas Cup final round to be played in Hong Kong in Muy.

The national squad will |eave for Auckland, New Zeal and, next week to
begin their canpaign in the qualifying round fromFeb 18 to 25.

Dr mahathir al so advised the players not to think of the differences
anong thenselves either in terns of age, ability or conpatibility.

"We should play as a teamand if we are full of confidence and
initiative, we are sure to win," he said.

Meanwhi | e, BAM presi dent Datuk Abdul |l ah Fadzil Che Wan said that so far
many weaknesses of the association and players had been overcone.

This augured well for the players to show their true capability in the
Thonmas Cup and put a stop to unfavourabl e specul ati ons on badmi nton in the
country, he added.

Abdul | ah al so denied clainms that there was no understandi ng and t eam
spirit anong the coaches and players in the training canp bei ng conduct ed
at the BAM Acadeny in Cheras.

"There is no problemwith the question of spirit. it is just that the
singles players are professionals fromNusa Mahsuri and Wra Tangkis while
t he doubl es players are fromthe BAM" he said.

Fadzil said he was confident that the national squad woul d bring back
the best results despite the short training of only a week before the
qual i fying round. -- Bernana
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