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Sar awak- Cel ebrati on
GLOOM AM DST BN S VI CTORY JOY

By: Sobrey Jaafar and E. Sivabal an

KUCHI NG Sept 8 (Bernama) -- The appl ause and shouts of Barisan
Nasi onal | eaders and supporters to cel ebrate the | andslide victory suddenly
ended when Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP) chairman Tan Sri Dr Wong
Soon Kai entered the main hall of "Demak Jaya", the residence of Sarawak
Chi ef M nister.

The situation in the hall turned even sadder when Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud sadly enmbraced Dr Wong who failed to defend his Bukit Assek state
seat.

In tears, Dr Wwng who was Deputy Chief Mnister told Abdul Taib: "I'm
sorry, | lost."

Dr Wng who arrived from Sibu at about 10pm after |earning of his
def eat was enbraced one by one by those who had gat hered at the main hal
to followthe state el ection results tel ecast by Radi o Tel evi si on Mal aysi a
(RTM.

Sarawak National Party (SNAP) president Datuk James Wong Kim M n coul d
not control his enotion when he enbraced his cabinet colleague and said in
tears: "I amsorry, really very sorry on your defeat, | really don't
under stand what went into the people of Sibu.+

Bukit Assek is one of the state constituencies in the Sibu district.

Dr Wng was | ater surrounded by BN supporters who expressed symnpat hy
over his defeat.

He found tine to answer questions fromreporters and announced his
intention to retire frompolitics.

Dr Wng said: "SUPP will hold party elections next year, | wll not
seek reel ection.”

Asked why he did not wish to seek reelection, he said sadly: "Because
of nmy age and because | lost."

Dr Wng, 69, studied nedicine together with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at University of Malaya in Singapore.

Menber of Parliament for Sibu, Robert Lau Hoi Chew who was al so present
told the press: "Tan Sri will not retire.”

Dr Wng who cane to the Chief Mnister's residence in tears al so
departed in tears.

However, the candi dates who were victorious and had cone to see Abdu
Taib were later greeted with appl ause and war m enbr ace.

Al t hough Tai b was happy with the successes of the BN component parti es,
he was clearly sad over the defeat of his favourite cabinet coll eague.

The question that is on everyone's mnd is who anong the SUPP nenbers
woul d be appointed to fill the post of Deputy Chief Mnister vacated by Dr
Wong. -- BERNAMA
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