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Goh- Mal aysi a
GOH PUZZLED BY MALAYSI AN REACTI ON TO RE- MERGER | SSUE

SI NGAPORE, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Singapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong
tonight said he is puzzled and is trying to understand why statenments nmade
in the republic on the prospect of a re-merger were msinterpreted in
Mal aysi a.

"I did not expect Malaysia to react so harshly because there was never
any intention whatsoever on the Singapore | eaders' part to provoke the
Mal aysi ans or to inmpugne the Ml aysi an system of governing,"” Singapore's
el ectronic nedia reported Goh as saying in reply to reporters' questions.

On Friday, Malaysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad hit
out at Singapore | eaders for using Mal aysia as a "bogeynan" to nmake its
peopl e strive for greater devel opnent.

He said comments by the | eaders that the republic might be forced to
re-nmerge with Mal aysia i f Singaporeans failed or becone weak were insincere
and intended to to frighten Singaporeans as it tried to show Mal aysi a was
bad for not practising neritocracy.

Mahat hir, who was speaking to reporters after an Umo suprene counci
nmeeting, stressed that his statement was in his capacity as the | eader of
Umo and not on behal f of the governnent.

Goh said when he raised the re-nerger issue in his national day rally
speech, it was done with good intention and not to scare anybody.

"There was no reason for Singapore to use Mal aysia as a "bogeyman", he
said, and repeated that the re-nerger issue was not on his politica
agenda.

Goh said Mal aysia was doing well and Singapore had trenmendous respect
for Mal aysia's achievenments as well as for Dr Mahathir as a | eader.

He added that Singapore was trying to work with Mal aysia on severa

pr oj ect s.
"And nore inportantly why should we want to sour relation with
Mal aysi a, " he said. -- BERNAMA
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