30 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - vi si on
GOOD FOR ASEAN TO THI NK AHEAD, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JAKARTA, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today it is inmportant for Asean to look into the future to
determne its objectives.

"We nust have a vision, a target. W nust work towards sone
objectives,"” he said at a news conference at the end of the Asean inaugura
I nformal Surmmit here.

Dr Mahathir was asked to explain the significant of the date 2020 as an
Asean Vi sion which was agreed to by the | eaders during the one-day sunmmt.

He said it was good for Asean to work towards what it should be by the
year 2020.

"It's quite a good date. As you know, Ml aysia has got its Vision 2020,
that is because 2020 represents clear vision," he said. Ml aysia has set
the year 2020 to becone a devel oped country.

"Being a doctor, we can't help but be attracted by 2020 because it
means cl ear vision. So Asean too should have a clear vision," he said.

At the neeting, the seven Asean heads of governnment exchanged vi ews on
t he proposed Asean Vi sion beyond 2003, taking into account that by that
time Asean Free Trade Area woul d have cone into being.

They requested the ministers to devel op an Asean Vision toward 2020 and
submt their report to the next informal sunmit in Kuala Lunpur.

The second informal sunmit woul d be held concurrently with the
cel ebration of the 30th Asean anniversary. -- BERNAMVA
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