27 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - UN
GOOD TO G VE ASEAN PERMANENT SECURI TY COUNCI L SEAT, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that giving Asean a permanent seat in the UN Security Council can
hel p bal ance its attitude

The Prime Mnister said it would be good if Asean could be a nmenber of
the Security Council permanently.

Asean nenber countries could rotate the seat anong thensel ves, he told
reporters at the Kuala Lunpur International Airport in Subang, near here,
on his return froma three-day working visit to Japan

He said this when comenting on a statement that France was open to the
i dea of Asean having a permanent seat in the Security Council

French Anbassador to Thailand Gerard Coste was quoted by the press
today as saying that the natter woul d be one of the issues to be raised at
t he Asi a- Europe neeting in Bangkok on March 1 and 2.

The Prime M nister also said Mal aysia woul d assi st Bosnia in any
possi bl e way, whether through mlitary cooperation or reconstruction
efforts.

On his visit to Japan, Dr Mahathir said there was a great deal of
possibilities for cooperation and joint ventures between Ml aysi a and
technol ogi cal | y advanced Japanese conpani es, including small-scal e
i ndustri es whi ch produce conponents and nultinationals |ike Sony.

Dr Mahat hir, anong ot her things, surveyed the conponents industry and
visited Sony to look for the latest inventions to be used in the
construction of a nmultinedia super corridor in Ml aysia.

He al so called on Japanese Prine M nister Ryutaro Hashinoto. -- Bernana
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