29 JUN 1996
Mahat hi r - Proj ect
GOVERNVENT HAS NO | NTENTI ON TO | GNORE THE PEOPLE' S | NTEREST

LANGKAW , June 29 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d today the governnent does not intend to ignore the people's
interests in all matters, especially those involving infrastructure
pr oj ect s.

In fact all infrastructure projects were solely ainmed as nmaking life
nmore confortable for all the people in the country, he said.

"We, be it the federal or state governnment, have no other intention
except to make |ife easy for the people. Wat we do is only for the people
i ncludi ng sonetimes projects that we carry out without first asking the
peopl e.

"W do this because we believe the people can and will figure out that
the project is good for them" he said at a "Leader with the Peopl e"
gathering at the Matsirat pasar malamsite, here

For exanple, the prine minister said, when the government decided to
give duty-free status to Langkawi, the people's views were not sought.

"The Langkawi residents at that tinme were not even asked whet her they
were happy with the governnment's decision but we did it because we know it
is for the good of the people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was now cl ear that the government had nade the
correct decision and Langkawi now enj oyed progress undreant of by its
resi dents.

"The Langkawi residents have enjoyed many benefits |ike continuous
busi ness opportunities and high | and val ues.

"W find many of the islanders who previously had only wooden houses
now havi ng brick houses and Padang Matsirat now has a big and nodern
airport.

"That is our intention everytine we decide on a project, to nake the
peopl e's lives easy and confortable,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that sinmilarly, when the governnent proposed to build
a damto generate electricity, it was not to glorify itself but was for the
peopl e.

"We do it because we want to be respected by the world. W want the
worl d to recognise us and our ability, not because we want to glorify
oursel ves," he said.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, his wife, Datin
Seri | nangda Mayang Keunal a, and Langkawi MP Datuk Haji Abu Bakar Taib. The
prime mnister's wife, Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali was al so present. --
BERNAMA
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