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Ling - Port
GOVERNMVENT TO MONI TOR MOVEMENT OF MALAYSI AN CARGO

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- The Mnistry of Transport has directed
all port authorities in the country to nonitor the novenent of Ml aysi an
cargo to determ ne whether they are going to Port Klang or any other
foreign port.

"This isinline with the governent's policy to attract main liners to
call at Port Klang and nmake it a main |load centre,"” Transport M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Ling Sik told reporters at his office here today after
attendi ng t he weekl y Cabi net neeting.

Dr Ling said traditionally Ml aysi ans shi pped their goods via Singapore
but fromnow on the government woul d nonitor the novenent of cargo from
ports |ike Kuching, Kota Kinabalu, Kuantan, Pul au Pinang and Pasir Gudang
to ensure it left the country via Port Kl ang.

Early last month Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the
governnent woul d nake sure that "anyone that inports and exports" used Port
Kl ang, meani ng Mal aysi ans shoul d send and | and their goods at Port Kl ang -
the country's | argest port.

Dr Mahathir had said the action by Ml aysi ans who sonetines | ooked for
the easy way out by exporting goods via other countries had resulted in the
| oss of port dues and other incone and had created a deficit in Malaysia's
bal ance of paynents.

He said his mnistry was creati ng an awareness anong Ml aysi an
exporters and i nporters and cargo handling agents to use Port Klang so as
to attract larger vessels to call at the port.

"Efforts nmust be made to ensure that it is viable for main liners to
call at Port Klang as anything below the quota is not viable for them" he
sai d.

Dr Ling hoped that by next nonth, nore main liners would call at Port
Klang to deliver or collect Ml aysian goods and continue fromthere for
t hei r end-bound desti nati ons.

He said anmong the main |line operators that had been calling at Port
Kl ang since |ast nonth were APL (American President Line), OOCL (Orient
Overseas Contai ner Line) and Hyundai .

According to him Ml aysian vessels carried only 15 per cent of the
country's goods while the rest went to foreign ships as there were
i nsufficient |ocal ships.

"Mal aysi ans are encouraged to enter the shipping business to help
overcone the shortage of |ocal vessels to carry our own goods,"” he added.

One of the efforts taken to encourage ships to make direct calls at
Port Klang was the directive issued in Novenber |ast year that al
governnent purchases from abroad be nmade with a cl ause specifying that the
cargo be carried by vessels which called at Port Kl ang.

The government had al so taken a nunber of other nmeasures to induce nore
direct calls such as doubling the term nal handling charges (THC) for goods
i mported or exported via feeder vessels from Mal aysi an ports. -- Bernana
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