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GOVERNMVENT' S SPONSORI NG OF FORMULA ONE LAUDABLE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- The governnment has nade a good nove
inentering into a partnership with an internationally-renowned notor
raci ng teamand sponsoring it in the 1997 Fornula One Wrl d Chanpi onshi p.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister, Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said today
it was a good programe which could benefit Malaysia as it could help
pronote and i ntroduce the country through the Steward-Ford cars.

"In the tourismaspect, this is what we want, it is a good progranme
and the governnment is prepared to spend noney to pronote Ml aysia through
the racing cars," he said when net at his office here.

He was responding to an opposition party's objections to the
governnent's nove to sponsor the teamduring the chanpi onshi p. DAP Deputy
secretary-general, LimGuan Eng, had expressed surprise and wanted t he
government to explain the returns and benefits before spending RMB5 nmillion
(20 mllion pounds) on the npbtor racing team

Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday said Mal aysi a
woul d enter into partnership with Steward-Ford Grand prix, owned by
three-time worl d chanpi on Jackie Steward, to introduce Malaysia to the
worl d and this could also help Malaysia | earn to devel op and desi gn raci ng
car engines.

The "Visit Ml aysia" enblem together with the Malaysian flag, will be
featured promnently on the front and rear of the two racing cars that
woul d make their debut at the 17-1eg chanpionship starting with the
Australian Grand Prix in Mel bourne, next March

Dr Mahat hir had said the one-year sponsorship would hel p project
Mal aysia's image internationally and nake it better known all over the
wor | d.

Sabbaruddin also clarified that the government would not spend up to
RVMB5 million (20 nmillion pounds) for sponsoring the 1997 Fornula One World
Chanpi onshi p.

"The DAP has got it all wong. It nmay cost that anmobunt to nanage a
racing teamfor a one year period but the governnent is not going to pay
everything to the team "™ he said declining to reveal the actual amount the
governnent was going to pay for the sponsorship

"If the DAP wants to oppose the nove, that is its problem... the
opposition party has al ways opposed everything we did," he said.

Sabbaruddin said mllions of people watched such races every year and
this will be a good pronotion for Ml aysia, which could al so gain technica
experti se.

"It is like naking advertisenments through the nedia but this tinme it is
through racing cars. In the tourismaspect this is what we want and it wll
benefit us," he added.

Meanwhi | e engi neering experts have said that high performance
technol ogy fromthe Fornmula One Race was necessary to build up the | oca
aut ormobi | e i ndustry.

The experts contacted by Bernana said | ocal engineers' involvenent in
this technol ogy woul d speed up the transfer of sophisticated and
state-of-the-art engi ne buil ding technol ogy.

"The Formul a One Raci ng technol ogy has been tested particularly that
whi ch concerns resilience and effectiveness of engine," Head of the
Mechani cal Engi neering Departnent, Universiti Ml aya, Associate Professor
Dr Masj uki Hassan sai d.



He said the involvenment of |ocal engineers in the race would provide
i nval uabl e exposure to themparticularly in the area of engi ne design and
the technol ogi cal itens used.

Engi neering lecturer at Universiti Pertanian Mal aysi a Associ ate
Prof essor Dr Shahnor Basri said the tine had come for |ocal engineers to
desi gn hi gh technol ogy car engines so that the country's dependence on
ot her countries for transfer of technol ogy woul d be reduced.

He said Ml aysi a had adquate expertise to acquire this technology up to
100 per cent provided there was a desire and the opportunity.

"W shoul d expand the country's autonobile industry so that we'll not
just assenbl e engi nes produced by other countries,” he said.

He al so shared Dr Masjuki's view that the number of engineering
students majoring in automative industry should be increased to neet the
needs of industry.

Meanwhil e a |l ecturer with the Mechani cal Engi neering Faculty of
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UM said | ocal expertise had so far not
been tested and the opportunity to work with Formul a One engi neers woul d be
benefi ci al

"W shoul d acknowl edge the fact that we still do not have the
technol ogy to build engines," said the | ecturer who declined to be naned.

He expressed the hope that the governnent's proposal to get |oca
engi neers involved with the racing team which it was sponsoring, would
materialise so that Mal aysia woul d emerge within the ranks of world | eaders
i n autonobil e technol ogy. -- BERNAMA
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