17 SEP 1996
Anwar - Di seases
GOVT CONCERN OVER FOREI GN WORKERS BRI NG NG | N COMWUNI CABLE DI SEASES

KAJANG, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- The Governnent is concerned over the
cont agi ous di seases being brought in by foreign workers working in the
country as those who entered Mal aysia legally are also found to be carriers
of the ailnents, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid today.

"The procedures are there but we need to study the entry of foreign
wor kers and where necessary, we have to reduce,” he told reporters after
openi ng the 520-unit | ow cost apartments owned by Mal aysi an Resources
Cor poration Berhad (MRCB) in Kajang Utama, here

He said foreign workers were being hired according to the stipul ated
procedures and under tight conditions, neverthel ess there had been numnerous
conplaints that the conditions were not adhere to and mani pul at ed.

He said he had reported the matter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and t he Cabi net.

He hoped the new Hone M nistry secretary-general Datuk Shamsudi n Gsnan
woul d take appropriate neasures to rectify the situation.

"Every foreign worker who enters Malaysia is required to undergo a
speci al nedi cal check-up first but if it is done haphazardly w thout proper
monitoring, definitely it will create problens," he said.

Anwar said the procedure requiring every foreign worker to pass the
medi cal exam nation nust be enforced but "the problemw th our people is,
they don't enforce the existing procedures effectively for certain
reasons”.

Hence, the Foreign Wrkers' Task Force nust act fast to ook into the
matter and informthe cabinet if they faced staff shortage to carry out the
t ask.

"Those entering legally are al so causing problens, that's why | said
before big conpanies recruit foreign workers directly and they will be held
responsible if the workers are found to be carriers of comunicable
di seases, " he said.

"But there are still conplaints of certain people bringing in foreign
wor kers through agents by paying a certain fee even though | have reported
the matter to the cabinet. The cabi net has barred such recruitnent and
issued a directive to rectify it," he said.

Comrenting on reports that two candi dates vying for the Umo Youth
| eader's post may not be able to contest in next nonth's party polls,
Anwar, who is Umo deputy president and disciplinary committee chairman
said the matter had only surfaced now fol |l owi ng obj ections raised.

The matter woul d be di scussed after the weekly cabi net neeting
t onor r ow.

In his speech, Anwar said Mal aysia had the potential to be a nodel of
an exenpl ary nation where people in urban and rural areas have a place in
soci ety.

He sai d the government was chanpi oni ng the cause of the poor by
providing themw th af fordabl e houses.

This unique task could be jointly carried out by big and snal
devel opers by displaying a healthy corporate culture and not by being
greedy and nerely chasing for huge profits, he said.

"l cannot bear to see the people's housing woes persisting. The private
sector should continue their responsibility to the people as scarcity of
| and cannot be nmade an excuse anynore," he said.

"I know that | ambeing critcised for frequenty raising the | ow cost



housi ng problem particularly building houses for the hardcore poor to the
extent that sone groups claimthat | amtrying to revive socialism" he
sai d.

He said it was pointless to neglect the wellbeing of the poor
particularly in fulfilling their housing needs whil e bungal ows were
sprouting in big towns |ike Kuala Lunpur and ot her places in Sel angor.

Anwar said he was confident the public | ow cost housing problemcould
resol ved anmicably with the invol venent of the Enpl oyees' Provident Fund
(EPF), Bank Negara and Petronas.

He t hanked Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Miuhamad Taib for his
speci al attention on | ow cost housing and cl ose nonitoring at federal-1|evel
by Housing and Local CGovernnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh.

He said he appreciated the gesture of several big devel opers who wote
into himexpressing their readi ness to devel op nore | ow cost housi ng
pr oj ect s.

"However, | hope these big developers will be nore serious in their
responsibilities so that the governnent's probl ens in providing houses to
the people will not be shoul dered by the governnent al one," he said.

At the function, MRCB chairnman Datuk Khalid Ahmad presented a cheque
for RM20, 000 to Anwar who handed it over to Kajang U ama Rukun Tet angga
unit head Abu Bakar Alias. -- BERNAMA
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