20 SEP 1996

GOVT HOPES TO CREATE BUM PUTERA BUI LDI NG CONTRACTORS I N 5-10 YEARS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernamm) -- The government hopes it will be able
to create Bumi putera building contractors with potential and integrity who
woul d be able to conpete besi de non-Bumi putera contractors in the open
mar ket .

The Finance M nistry's governnent procurenment secretary Datuk Haji
Abdul Aziz Muharmad said today it was al so hoped that they would conmand t he
expertise and technology in the building industry.

Contractors of integrity would be offered projects through restricted
tenders or direct discussions with the Finance Mnistery, he said in a
paper presented at the Bum putera Contractors Convention here.

"The government will do its best to ensure that these contractors have
continuous jobs in a specified period," he added.

Abdul Aziz also said contractors awarded projects were required to be
fully devoted to the work; those who failed to discharge their
responsi bilities by handi ng over the project to another conpany woul d face
action, like the withdrawal of their status as contractors of integrity.

So far, nine such contractors have had their status w thdrawn and 14
ot hers were being investigated, he added.

He said: "Contractors of integrity who are awarded projects are
required to give guidance and transfer know edge and technol ogy to snaller
contractors through suitable sub-contracts.

"Contractors of integrity who only depend on governnent for projects
wi t hout nmaking an effort to vie for open tenders, or fail to offer nore
conpetitive prices, thus, failing to be considered by governnent agencies
must be scrutini sed and revi ewed. "

He al so said whatever objectives or strategies set out could not be
fully realised without cooperation fromall quarters, whether governnent or
the contractors thensel ves.

Contractors of integrity and other Bumi putera contractors mnust
cooperate to mutual ly strengthen thensel ves so that they need no | onger
depend solely on the government, he added.

As enphasi sed by the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, "so
| ong as Bumi putera contractors fail to conpete in the open market they
coul d not be considered to be successful,"” he said.

The two-day convention was jointly organised by the Contractors Service
Centre of the Mnistry of Entrepreneur devel opnment and the Mal ay
Contractors Associ ati on. -- BERNAMA
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