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Anwar - Bakun
GOVT NOT SHI RKI NG RESPONSI BI LI TY ON BAKUN, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUVPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mtoday
di sm ssed the notion held by sone people that the governnent was pandering
to the wishes of the private conpany selected to build the Bakun
hydr oel ectri c dam

The Deputy Prime Mnister said the governnment had set up a speci al
commttee and a task force to coordinate the inplenentation of the nassive
pr oj ect.

A | eadi ng engineering consultant fromthe United States, Harza
Engi neering International, had al so been appointed to hel p the governnent
eval uate the proposals submtted by the devel oper Ekran Berhad, he said.

"I wish to stress that while the conpany has been given the
responsibility (to build the project), it is not allowed to take any action
or inplenent any stage of the project without getting the governnment's
agreemrent, " he said.

He was openi ng a one-day seni nar whi ch was organi sed by the Econom c
Pl anning Unit (EPU) in the Prime Mnister's Departnent here to provide
interested parties, including non-governnental organisations (NGOs), with
information on the RML5 billion project.

Anwar said a Reeval uation Board conmprising the world's renowed experts
inthis field had al so been fornmed to ensure the damwas built properly and
safely.

He al so disclosed the findings of the Reevaluation Board inits
prelimnary assessnment of the project. They include:

+ that the hydrol ogy, geol ogy and site topography are favourable for a
maj or hydro devel opnent;

+ that the design of the damand its adaption to the foundation rock
provide for an inherently safe dam and

+ that the project layout and selection of structures conformto
current practice and provide for a satisfactory power project.

Anwar said the board al so concluded that "seismicity is not a
significant issue at this site and concrete face rockfill damis highly
resistant to seismcity | oading".

It also found that the six-year inplenmentation schedule is reasonable.

Anwar al so addressed the concern expressed by sone parties that the
buil di ng of the damwould involve the flooding of an area of 69, 000
hectares or about the size of Singapore.

"W should realise that we will gazette a catchnent area covering 1.5
m | lion hectares which nay not have been created if the Bakun project is
not inplenmented," said Anwar, who i s Chairman of the Cabinet Conmittee on
Bakun.

He said the governnent woul d ensure that the catchnent area was nanaged
properly.

Anwar said the governnent would not overl ook the interests of villagers
af fected by the project. He said the resettl enent schenme proposed by the
Sar awak governnent was satisfactory, including in terms of conpensation.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad woul d neet the
af fected residents during his visit to Sarawak | ater this week.

Anwar told reporters later that Ekran had been asked to abi de by
federal and state | aws and regul ati ons when i nplenenting the project or it
woul d face action.

The conpany was al so asked to be m ndful of the local content for



products and services used in inplenmenting the project, he said. -- Bernana
AZZ YBY
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