09 SEP 1996
Abdul | ah- Sonal i a
GOVT TO DETERM NE | F M SI ANS | NVOLVED | N SOVALI PRQIECTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The governnment will determ ne the
extent of the involvenment, if any, of Ml aysians in "sinister projects” in
Sonmal i a before taking any action, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d today.

"I wish to be sure first of the extent of our involvenment in such
projects and the views of those already involved, and will then nmake a
deci sion,” he said.

Abdul l ah told reporters this after briefing themon Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned's neeting with his Czech counterpart Vacl av
Kl aus here.

He was asked to comment on a foreign agency report that said a Som al
faction had warned Mal aysi ans in south Mgadi shu that it woul d not
guarantee their security in that part of the divided city.

Abdi Hassan Awal e Qyebdid, the interior secretary of the United Sonal
Congress/ Sonali National Alliance faction, was quoted as saying that Ko
Lim Tow, a Ml aysi an commander who had served in the failed UN operation in
Sonmalia, was involved in "sinister projects" being carried out in Somalia
by the Mal aysi an gover nnment .

Abdul | ah said he was not aware of Linmlis involvenent in such projects,
and that any Ml aysian project in Somalia nust be a private sector
undertaki ng as the governnent was not involved in any project there.

He said the governnent had once been interested in taking part in a
port repair project in Mgadi shu but decided to stay out due to the
factional fighting in the African nation.

On Mal aysi an investors in Sonalia, Abdullah said it was up to themto
decide if it was safe to invest in that country.

"Opportunities for us to invest in other countries are wide and if it's
no | onger safe there it's perhaps better to nove to other places, but
probably they (the investors) have invested a |l ot of noney and this is
preventing themfrom doing so,"” he added.

Meanwhi | e, the Defence Mnistry today said there were no Mal aysi an
troops on duty in Somalia at present.

The ministry's nost recent involvenent in Sormalia was in February 1995,
it said in a statenent. -- BERNAMA
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