12 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - Dadah
GOVT TO | NVESTI GATE MANHANDLI NG CLAI M5 AT PUSAT SERENTI - DR MAHATHI R

ALOR SETAR, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday gave an assurance that the governnent will investigate clains
by dadah addicts that they have been manhandl ed at rehabilitation centres.

Ki cki ng and beati ng and ot her such abuse agai nst inmates of
rehabilitation centres should be stopped, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Hone
M ni ster said.

He however remi nded themthat the Pusat Serenti was a place for
rehabilitating addicts and the regulations were in fact strict to ensure
the effectiveness of rehabilitation programmes.

"The Pusat serenti is not a place for a holiday but to treat and
rehabilitate people who have committed the of fence of beconing addicted to
dadah," he said on arrival at the Sultan Abdul HalimAirport here to attend
t he breaking of fast at the Masjid Bandar Bukit Kayu Hitam

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the clains by Pusat
Serenti inmates that they were ill-treated and suffered disconfort at such
centres.

He said the governnment could not afford themtreatnent such as that
avail able at holiday resorts as gentle and soft treatnent woul d not benefit
themin anyway.

"If it is that easy ... they will go in, have a rest and then return to
their old work (dadah addiction), where is the penalty."

"If we are urged to stop any manhandling, we can do that but if they
want confortable centres, sorrylah," he said.

The Prime M nister stressed that regul ations and the treatment accorded
to the addicts had to be strict to ensure that the inmates abi ded by
directives.

Dr Mahathir, who is Chairman of the National Dadah Council, said the
dadah addiction problemwas very difficult to handl e and was a physical and
mental burden on their fanmly and rel atives as well.

"I know because | too have a fam |y nenber involved in dadah. He does
all kinds of things and even wants to kill people and thus rmakes ot her
people afraid...all because he wants dadah," the Prinme M nister said.

Asked whether the present rehabilitation programre needs to be
reviewed, Dr Mahathir said he was prepared to accept any proposal that was
better than the nmethod currently enpl oyed.

He said the governnent had spent nuch nmoney on the programme but nost
of the the ex-dadah addicts returned to their old way of life.

"They are not thankful in the |least. They don't have any responsibility
to thenselves, to the famly or society but expect society to be
responsi ble for them" he said.

Asked on the views of certain people that the Pusat Serenti was nore of
a detention centre, Dr Mahathir said there was truth in such clainms as the
person had to be detained to rehabilitate him

On clains that the Pusat Serenti did not have psychol ogi sts, he said
t he pool of psychol ogists in the country was very snall.

"It is not easy to look for psychologists but if anyone of themwants
to provide voluntary service at the pusat serenti, we are ready to take
themanytine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the dadah addict rehabilitation programme woul d
continue but reiterated that the governnent could not afford to provide
nore confortabl e rehabilitation centres.



He said the dadah addiction problemin the country was very serious
wi th nore than 200, 000 peopl e addi cted to dadah.

This figure was only official statistics but from past experience there
could be five addicts for every addi ct who had been identified.

Dr Mahat hir was al so unhappy over the attitude of sone people who had a
narrow perception and were not willing to hel p ex-addicts.

"Peopl e's response has been very bad. If they know they are fromrehab
centres, they don't enploy themand don't trust them Even there are

parents who don't accept their children who have been rehabilitated,” Dr
Mahat hir added. -- BERNAMA
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