04 OCT 1996

GOVT URGED TO FREEZE | NTAKE OF UNSKI LLED WORKERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 4 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysian Trades Uni on Congress
(MTUC) today urged the governnent to freeze further intake of unskilled
wor kers from nei ghbouring countries and stop work pernmits of existing
forei gn workers.

Its president, Zainal Ranpak said that although there had been reports
of this being inplenented in stages, efforts nust be taken to ensure no
| oophol es in the relevant regul ati ons which the enpl oyers coul d take
advant age of.

"The social problens cause by forei gn workers have been ranpant
nati onwi de for nore than a decade but are receiving active nmedia attention
only now," he said in a press statement here.

Zainal said that although the inmport of migrant workers might serve the
i mmedi at e manpower needs of the enployers, such actions should at best only
be stop-gap neasures to protect a long-termnational interest.

Inline with this, MIUC supports the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's stand to reduce the dependency on forei gn workers.

He said enpl oyers should pay our | ocal workers conpetitive wages and
provi de them adequate benefits in order to retain them -- BERNAMVA
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