11 MAY 1996
Conventi on- Debat e (Rel i gi on)
GOVT URGED TO SET UP | SLAM C SECRETARI AT AND COWM TTEE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- The governnent was today urged to set
up a secretariat and a commttee to enhance the dignity of Islamin the
country.

Johor Umo's representative Datuk Haji Abdul Kadir Anuar said the
secretariat should be headed by the Chief Secretary to the Governnent as
Chairman with the Islamc Affairs Division of the Prime Mnister's
Departnent as the Secretary and state religious councils as nenbers.

The conmittee on the other hand shoul d be headed by the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad as Chai rman, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi mas Deputy Chairman, Chief Secretary to the Governnent as
Secretary and Mentris Besar/MislimChief Mnisters as nenbers.

Abdul Kadir made the call during the debate on the working paper on
I slamat Umo's 50th anniversary at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre here.

He said the secretary should be responsi ble for coordinating and
streamining Islanmic admnistration in the country, w thout the need to
anend the Federal Constitution or religious enactnents at the state | evel.

The committee on the other hand woul d be entrusted with the task of
strenthening famly institution, enhancing the quality and skills of
Musl i ms, expandi ng economi ¢ success of the Ml ays and encouragi ng Mal ay
intellectuals to produce nore witten materials on Islam he said.

He sai d these tasks needed invol venent of top | eadership if Unmo w shed
to see the denocratic governnent based on the teachings of Islamrenmined
in the country.

Dat uk Haji Dusuki Ahmad, the Kelantan Umo representative, said Umo
menbers shoul d not feel snmall when neeting groups supposedly chanpi oni ng
the cause of Islam

They shoul d i nstead be proud since Umo had done a lot for Islamwithin
and outside the country, he said.

Terengganu Umo representative Datuk Haji Abdul Rashid Ngah, neanwhil e,
rem nded Umo's partners in the Barisan Nasional (BN) not to m staken
Umo's willingness to share power as a sign of weakness in fighting for the
interest of the Malays and |slam

"I wish torenmnd partners in the BN not to take advantage and nake
unrealistic demand," he said.

He said Umo was willing to share power because it wanted to see peace
and harnony in the country.

The President of Padang Umo C ub, |ndonesia, Mahyudin Haji Arisa said
that in noving towards the 21st Century, Umo should ensure it did not
bring with it the "virus" which had jeopardised the glory of past Ml ays
and Musli ns.

Mahyudi n, who represented Umo cl ubs overseas, said Ml ays of the 21st
Century shoul d no | onger be those who depended on governnent's subsidies
and quota to conpete with other comunities.

In this respect, he said Umo should prepare the Mal ays with
commendabl e val ues in continuing the struggles to uplift the dignity of the
Mal ays, |slamand countr. --BERNAVA
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