11 JUN 1996
Law Counci |
GOVT WLL LOOK | NTO ENVI RONVENT NGOS' CALL, SAYS LAW

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernamm) -- The government will | ook into the
envi ronnment al non-governnmental organisations' call for the setting up of
the National Council for Sustainabl e Devel opnent, Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng sai d today.

He said, initially the governnent felt that the existing Nationa
Counci | on Devel opnent was sufficient to handl e the country's sustainable
devel opnent task.

However, the environmental NGOs' fear was that the council's focus
m ght be nore on devel opment rather than environnmental aspect to pronote
t he sustai nabl e devel opnent, he told reporters after a three-hour dial ogue
between the ministry officials and NGOs representatives here.

This was one of the inportant topics discussed at the dial ogue attended
by 24 representatives from16 NGOs at the mnistry.

They were al so briefed by the mnister on the government's plan to set
up an inter-state/ agency conmittee to oversee the devel opnent of hi ghl ands
in the country under the National Land Council

Law said the governnment was unlikely to set up a separate council on
hi ghl and devel opnent as it felt that such devel opnment coul d be included
under the responsibilities of the | and council

He al so said the draft of the National Environment Policy, nowin the
final stage, would be submitted to the Cabi net soon

Meanwhi | e, Environmental Protection Society of Milaysia (EPSM Advisor
GQurmt Singh said the proposed council on sustainabl e devel opment shoul d
conprise representatives fromFederal Governnment, State Governnents, senior
civil servant and NGCs.

This woul d all ow participation fromvarious groups as the the Nationa
Counci| on Devel opnent, which is chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, was made up of Cabi net nenbers only, he said.

He said the National Council for Sustainable Devel opnent woul d be an
important institutional framework to ensuring a bal ance bet ween devel opnent
and environnent. -- BERNAVA
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