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GOVT W LL STUDY | MPLI CATI ON OF CHANGE I N TAM L SCHOOL STATUS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the governnent is ready to study the M C request that Tam | schools
be changed to fully aided schools and that such schools be set up at new
growm h centres.

The Prime M nister said both the applications would have to be studi ed
carefully as they involved certain conditions and several other
i mplications.

"I cannot give a specific reply now as we have to study the
inmplications," he said after opening the 43rd M C general assenbly at the
Dewan Merdeka, Putra World Trade Centre here.

M C Presdient Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel lu, when delivering his policy
address before the official opening of the assenbly, said the present
status of the Tam| schools was not in keeping with the tinmes and al so not
inline with efforts to provide a better education to the various
communities in the country.

Sanmy Vellu, who is Wirks Mnister, said the Tam | schools should be
relocated in new growth centres as each year many estate workers noved to
such centres and the Tam| schools in the estates had to be cl osed down.

The Prime Mnister said if the governnent agreed to the rel ocation of
Tam | schools to new growh centres it would involve certain anount of
al | ocati ons.

"This is because many of the estate schools were built w thout any
assi stance fromthe estate managenents.|f we have to build new school s,
governnent assistance will have to be sought," he said.

In this respect, if the governnent provided such allocations to the
I ndi an community than other communities would al so ask for simlar
al l ocations, Dr Mahathir said.

Hence the government woul d study the M C application carefully before
maki ng any deci sion so as to prevent any undesirable inplications.

On the M C request that nore I ndians be given the opportunity to enter
| ocal universities, the Prime Mnister said this problemof adm ssion would
be resol ved when nore universities were built in the future.

Asked about the application by the Indian Progressive Front (IPF) to
join the Barisan Nasional (BN), the Prine Mnister said the BN had to
reject it as it was the BN policy to make unani nous deci si ons.

"As long as all BN nenbers don't agree, we cannot accept it ..as we
have this unaninmity rule,” said Dr Mahathir who is BN Chai rman

Asked whether this neant tha the IPF |l ed by forner M C Vi ce- Presi dent
Senator M G Pandit han, shoul d be di ssol ved and the nenbers return to the
MC fold, the Prine Mnister said that this was up to Pandithan and his
foll owers.

On the small nunber of Indian professionals in the MC, Dr Mahathir
said this group should realise that their success was in part due to the
M C s struggle through the BN

Perhaps this group of professionals did not want to acknow edge this
fact but actually the M C had struggled much for the welfare of Indians in
this country, Dr Mahathir said. -- BERNANVA
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