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GOVT' S SUCCESS DUE TO AHVAD SARJI, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad paid
the highest tribute to former Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri
Ahrmad Sarji Abdul Hamid by attributing the governnment's success inits
soci al, economic and religious progranmes to his determ nation, conmm tnent
and approach.

The prime mnister also described Ahmad Sarji as a "nediator” between
t he government and the civil service, a soft-spoken but serious and firm
man who had succeeded in bringing the civil service to a | evel of high
quality, trustiworthiness and excellence and one highly regarded by the
third world civil services.

"Ahmad Sarji was al so able to provide notivation and dynam c | eadership
to bring about changes suited to the reforms the country is currently going
through as a rapidly devel opi ng country that nust use new net hods t hat
acconpany the information age," he said at a farewell dinner for Ahnad
Sarji.

Ahmad Sarji, 58, left the service on Sept 16 after six years in the
post. He was replaced by Datuk Abdul HalimAli, the forner Foreign Mnistry
Secretary- Ceneral .

"Ahmad Sarji's sincerity as an efficient and systematic chief secretary
to the government is clearly seen in his efforts in arrangi ng and
docunenting the work processes and evolving a standard or quality in line
wi th our hope to achieve | SO 9000 status in our administration," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that when Ahnad Sarji was the chief secretary to the
governnent, three concepts -- ideas, efficiency to inplenent ideas and
comuni cations or a network that woul d enabl e the governent to have friends
that woul d support its efforts -- applied and formed the foundation in
nmotivating the civil service.

Top officers were encouraged to attend courses and wite and record
their experiences, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Ahmad Sarji, whom he jokingly |abelled "father of
circulars”, understood the aspirations of the governnent and was gi ven the
duty and trust in inplenenting the government's deci sions.

Ahrmad Sarji's ability could also be assessed fromthe scope of his
writings theroughout his career and his books and articl es which had been
publ i shed by the governnent and its agencies, he said.

Dr Mahathir said he and the governnent recorded their highest
appreciation and thanks to Ahnmad Sarji for his excellent work and
contributions to the civil service and the country.

He believed that Ahnmad Sarji, although retired, would continue to be
i nvolved in various inportant fields and the private sector because he had
fostered ties between the public and private sectors under the Ml aysia
| ncor por at ed concept .

To Abdul Halim Dr Mahathir said he hoped that he would continue the
good work and bring the civil service to greater heights. -- BERNAMA
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