04 JUL 1996
A ynpi c- Di nner
GRAND DI NNER FOR ATLANTA- BOUND CONTI NGENT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 4 (Bernama) -- The O ynpic Council of Mal aysia
(OCVM), together with AT&T Communi cations Services (M Sdn Bhd, this evening
hosted a grand send-of f dinner for the Atl anta-bound Mal aysi an O ynpi ¢ team
as they enmbark on their quest for gold.

The dinner, first of a two-part AT&T in-country sponsorship progranmme
to support the OCM was attended by Deputy M nister of Youth and Sports,
Dat uk Loke Yuen Yow, officials of OCMand the National Sports Council (NSC)
as well as representatives of the various sports associ ations.

During the function, each nenmber of the Ml aysian O ynpic teamreceived
an TT&T A ynpic send-off kit which included a gui debook, souvenirs,
pre-pai d phone cards and Tel ekom Mal aysi a's "Ml aysia Direct Service" phone
cards.

The second part of AT&T's sponsorship programme will take place on
Saturday at the national colours presentation cerenpbny to be officiated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad which al so marks the of ficial
flag-off for the Mal aysi an conti ngent.

The dinner, with the aimto raise fund for the Ml aysian O ynpic team
managed to rai se RV65, 000 t hrough donations fromwel |l -w shers and ot her
sponsors.

At the function, the Ml aysian contingent conprising 36 athletes and 16
officials pledged to contribute RMLOO fromtheir pocket all owance towards
the "Athl etes Agai nst Poverty", a fund jointly set up by OCM and United
Nat i ons Devel oprment Programes ( UNDP) .

Their witten pledge will be handed over to the Dr Mahathir on
Sat ur day.

OCM president Tan Sri Datuk Seri Hanzah Abu Samah in his speech said
"By taking the initiative to sponsor a significant moment for the team
AT&T has hel ped to boost their spirit.

The support we received tonight fromboth TT&T and ot her sponsors
reinforces the fact that the Ml aysi an team has the strong support of nany
i ndi vidual, corporate and national fans". -- BERNAMVA
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