10 DEC 1996
Court-Lim
GRANDMOTHER FAI NTS WHI LE TESTI FYI NG GUAN ENG S TRI AL ADJOURNED

MELAKA, Dec 10 (Bernama) -- The Hi gh Court adjourned the trial of Kota
Mel aka MP Lim Guan Eng to tonorrow after a 65-year-old wonan who was
testifying said she felt Iike she was about to faint for the second tine
t oday.

Pendek Ahmad, who first fainted in the witness box in the norning, told
Judge Dat uk Mbhd Noor Abdullah this shortly after the court resunmed hearing
in the afternoon.

Pendek is the grandnot her of an underage girl who is alleged to have an
affair with fornmer Mel aka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tharmby C k.

She fainted 25 minutes after she began testifying this norning, as she
was replying to a question by Lims counsel, Karpal Singh.

Lim 36, is accused of publishing a panphlet containing fal se facts
under the heading "Victimlnprisoned".

Lim who is also the deputy secretary-general of DAP, is charged under
Section 8A (1) of the Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984 which
carries a maxi mum sentence of three years' jail or a fine of RM20, 000 or
bot h upon convi ction

He faces a second charge of instigating the public through a speech he
made at Hotel Enperor, Jalan Munsyi Abdull ah, here on Jan 19 in which he
claimed that Mal aysia practiced doubl e standards in enforcing the | aw

In the speech, Limquestioned the country's |aws after Attorney-Genera
Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah announced that Rahi mwoul d not be charged in court.

For the second charge under Section 4 (1) (b) of the Sedition Act 1948,
Limfaces a maxi num sentence of up to three years or a fine of RM, 000 or
bot h upon convi cti on.

In his testinony earlier, Limtold the court that he was inspired to
wite "Wtness Inprisoned' after reading an article by Marina Mahathir
entiltled "Wthered Justice" in The Star of Nov 9, 1994.

Marina is a guest witer of the English daily.

At today's hearing, Pendek said in reply to a question by Karpal Singh
t hat when she net her granddaughter in Bukit Aman in Kuala Lunmpur, on Sept
8, 1994, the girl told her Rahi mhad raped her

"My granddaughter al so used the word 'inprisoned ," Pendek said.

She said several policemen at Bukit Aman told her that the 17-year-old
girl had been inprisoned.

However, when asked by Judge Mbhd Noor if she believed her
gr anddaught er, Pendek said she felt what the girl told her was not true.

As soon as she said that, Pendek told the judge she felt as though she
was going to faint, and she was then carried out of the w tness box.

Earlier, Pendek told the court that before she was able to neet her
gr anddaught er she had | odged a report about the girl with the Alor Gaj ah
police station and she was acconpani ed by her son and Lim

She said she had di scussed with Li mbefore making the report.

Karpal Singh is assisted by J. Arardas while the prosecution is
conduct ed by Deputy Public Prosecutors Mhd Azahar Mohaned and Wng Ki an
Keong. - - BERNAMA
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