11 FEB 1996
Anwar - dadah
GREATER EFFORT TO COVBAT DADAH, SAYS ANWAR

BUKI T MERTAJAM Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Concerted efforts are being nmade to
eradi cate the dadah nenace because the rehabilitation of addicts has been
ineffective despite the governnent having spent a | ot of noney, Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

"Dadah is a conplicated matter because it involves not only
rehabilitation and after-care but a host of other probl ens which should be
given priority," he said.

The setting up of the National Dadah Council chaired by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was a specific neasure to w pe out the dadah
threat, he told reporters after presenting aid to 405 poor people, 32
or phans and 10 handi capped peopl e in his Permatang Pauh parlianentary
constituency here.

One priority is to speed up the construction and upgradi ng of
rehabilitation centres so that nore addicts could be rounded up for
treatment.

The Anti-Dadah Task Force had al so nade ot her recomendations |ike
bui l di ng canps for addicts and rehabilitated addicts to allowthemto
participate in beneficial activities, he said.

However, this proposal required a nore conprehensive approach in
training and i nformati on and we shoul d provi de progranmes |i ke Rakan Mida
to attract the participation of youths, he said.

Yest erday, Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said the
governnent had approved RML20 million for upgradi ng and buil di ng dadah
rehabilitation centres.

Megat Junid sai d Pemadam and ot her voluntary bodies had failed in their
fi ght agai nst dadah because the country still has 200, 000 addi cts,

i ncl udi ng 80, 000 hardcore cases.

On a tabl oi d newspaper report questioning the Enpl oyees Provi dent
Fund's (EPF) purchase of 12 Volvos costing a total of RML.8 million for its
seni or managers, Anwar sai d he had not received a full report on the
nmatter.

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, said the mnistry would have no
objection if the purchase was nade according to regul ati ons.

"But if the officers are not entitled to use the cars, then only wl|
we question the transaction and proceed with investigation," he said.

Anwar said based on prelimnary information fromEPF, the purchase was
made according to procedure and based on the entitlenent of the officers.
-- Bernama
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