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"GREEN' CERTI FI CATI ON, A HELPFUL WAY TO ENHANCE TI MBER EXPORTS

By: Noryani I|snail

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Wen being "green" or
environnmental ly-friendly began to beconme a buzzword as far as anythi ng goes
begi nning this decade, tinber producing countries were hard hit with the
change in specifications fromtheir export markets which demanded "green
timber"”.

In other words, consuners, being increasingly environnmentally
consci ous, wanted an assurance that the wood products they bought canme from
forests which are sustai nably nanaged t hrough certification

The Primary Industries Mnistry estimated that |ocal tinber industries
had | ost sonme 50 percent of exports to inportant European markets such as
t he Netherl ands, Bel giumand the United Ki ngdom

The startling figure posted a need for Mal aysi an tinber producers to
seriously think of the issue and prepare thenselves for certification of
their forest mangenent practices and tinber.

"Forest managenent certification is the buzzword in the industry
currently," said Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM Forestry
Division Director Dr S. Appanah at a Forest Managenent Certification
Wor kshop recently.

The wor kshop, which ainmed to enlighten key players in the industry
conprising state forest officers, research institutions and producers on
the fairly newissue of certification, was organi sed by FRIM and Peni nsul ar
Mal aysi a Forestry Departnment (JPSM .

He said certification is to ensure that |ogging pratices did not cause
severe environnental inpact such as soil erosion, clinmte change, rapid
| oss of species and genetic diversity, including dimnishing the livelihood
and cul ture of forest dwellers.

O her tropical tinber producers which had started devel opi ng
certification programes included | ndonesia, Brazil and Ivory Coast.

To be certified, an independent audit conpany will assess the forest
managenent systens of the forest to ensure that they met the Criteria and
Indicators (C & I) of sustainable forest nmanagenent including passing the
mandat ory Envi ronnental | npact Assessnent (ElA).

Some of the C & | include a good | and use plan, rehabilitation for
| ogged forest, replanting, identification of conservation areas, protection
of forest dwellers and conpliance to | abour rights.

Among the internationally recognised i ndependent auditors that certify
forest managenent include SGS Forestry (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd which is
currently engaged in pre-certification for Kunpul an Pengurusan Kayu Kayan
Trengganu (KPKKT), Certified Kunmpulan Guthrie's Syarikat Kayu Mani s Rubber
Wod Estate in Johor and Scientific Certification Systens (SCS) whi ch had
engaged in certification in Canada, Poland, Sweden and Central Anerica

KPKKT Forestry Manager M Yusuf Ahmad said his conmpany had decided to
start certification of 125,000 ha of its concession to enhance the
conpany's corporate i nage and win nore overseas orders.

JPSM Assi stant Director General for Macro and M cro Pl anni ng Thang Hoo
Chi ew poi nted out that event hough forest nanagenent certification had only
recently been introduced, forests had been sustainably managed in the
country even before the termexisted.

The | oggi ng practices in Sabah and Sarawak are especially very advanced
in forest managenent. Known as "l ow i npact | ogging" or skyline, the | ogged
timber is carried by cables, a systemwhich significantly reduces soi



damage when conpared with tractors.

Sabah and Sarawak al so have conprehensi ve econoni ¢ devel opnent and
education programres for forest dwellers and villagers in their forest
concessi ons.

Nonet hel ess, there are detractors and sone | oggers have reservati ons on
the issue of forest certification mainly because of the costs incurred.
They have estimated that it cost themat about RM a sq netre and this
woul d add to the cost of having the nandatory Environnental | npact
Assesnent (EIA) for their concessions.

"Personally, | think rather than spending mllions to get the forest
certified, the noney could well be used for inplenmenting nore forest
managenent progranmes and workers training,"” said Awang Sham Pul au CGenera
Manager for the Yayasan Sabah G oup.

But forestry consultant S T Mok takes the long termview He said
i ndustries have to keep in mind that certification is entirely voluntary
and nmarket driven while sustainable forest nanagenent i s nandat ory because
of the Mal aysi an government's commtrment to the International Tropica
Ti mber Organisation's (I TTO objectives to have sustai nably nanaged f orest
by 2000.

Mok, who had worked with the ITTOin establishing C & | for tropica
forest managenent, said producers need not fear being pushed out fromthe
mar ket because of higher prices for certified tinber because it has only
m ni mal cost effect.

The cost of finished doors made fromcertified tinber would each cost
only 25 sen nore than those nade fromnon-certified tinber, he disclosed

For Dr Appanah, no natter what the argunents agai nst or for forest
managenent certification, the "green market pull"” is inevitable.

"By not taking initiatives towards it, countries and conpani es m ght
lose in the lucrative but sensitive markets," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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