22 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - censor
GUI DELI NE FOR BETTER TV CENSORSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d the governnment must provide the guideline to | ocal tel evision
and radio stations to ensure proper censorship of programes broadcast by
t hem

He said the government would al so prepare the conditions for recruiting
qual ified censorship officers and staff to carry out the function.

"The stations require officers and staff who are matured, w dely
experienced and understand the sensitivity of every religion and who can
differenti ate between good and bad materials,"” he told reporters after
opening the TV3 Operation Centre, Sri Pentas, at Bandar Ut ama here.

He sai d i n-house censorship nust al so be sensitive to governnent
efforts in devel oping the country and noul di ng nati onal identity.

Dr Mahathir stressed that the censors rmust not be too liberal in
accepting foreign el ements which had adverse effects on the | oca
popul ati on.

Dr Mahathir said although the censorship carried out by | ocal TV and
radi o stations now net w th governnent requirenents, there were occasions
when they were insensitive to the problenms faced by the government in
curbi ng social problens prevailing in the country.

He cited an incident recently when a private TV station "escaped and
| acked wi sdoni in choosing the right programme for broadcast.

"Recently, while we discourage illegal notorcycle racing there were
peopl e who glorified such races as were bei ng done abroad," he said.

The Prime M nister said the informati on expl osi on and rapi d devel opnent
i n conmuni cati on technology resulted in the existing machi nery for
censorshi p becom ng i nadequate to handl e the thousands of broadcast
mat eri al received.

"They (the regul ati ons and censorshi p machi nery) were effective during
the era of the official filmcensors which had only about 40 titles to go
through a year but nowit is difficult to censor thousands of titles
produced a day. W find that TV progranmes are broadcast in real tinme, in
such a case it is difficult to censor," he added.

He said the governnent is nore keen on the TV programe broadcast on
time interval to give time to censorship staff to censor the material for
br oadcast .

On the application for additional channel and 24 hour broadcast by TV3,
the Prime Mnister said: "Under consideration. W consider al
applications, the approval is not certain."

In his speech, TV3 managi ng director, Zahari Orar appeal ed to the
governnent to allow existing free terrestrial TV stations which had proven
excel l ent track record to run nore than one channel

He said with the additional channel and extended broadcast tinme, the
need for local programres coul d be increased and at the same tine |oca
programre producers woul d have better opportunities.

Dr Mahathir was proud with the achi evenent by TV3 whi ch had quickly
mast ered sophisticated state of the art systens in line with the bright
future for the industry.

"l did not expect such big and sophisticated facilities to be avail able
at TV3. | have also seen facilities owned by other stations and | find that
the facilities available here are conparable with those owned by ot her
stations,"” he added.



Dr Mahathir al so suggested that |ocal TV stations have exchange
programres for docunentaries with foreign TV stations so that the outside
wor | d woul d have a deeper understanding of our way of life and cul ture.

He said he had discussed the matter frequently with foreign | eaders
whenever he went on overseas visits.

The Prime Mnister's wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhamad Ali who
acconpani ed himduring the visit to Sri Pentas, becane a guest for the
programme, "Nona".

Al so present during the visit were Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mhamad
Rahmat and chai rman of Si stem Tel evi syen Ml aysi a Ber had, Dat uk Mohd Noor
Yusof .

Earlier, Dr Mahathir had a video conference with four general nanagers
of TV3 subsi diary conpani es on devel opnments within their conpanies. --
BERNANMA
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