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GUI DELI NES ON TV BROADCAST BEI NG FI NE- TUNED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- The Home M nistry (KDN) and the
M nistry of Information are hol di ng di scussions on the guidelines for
materials that can be used for television and radi o broadcast, said
I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat.

"Di scussi ons between officers and the Secretaries General of both
mnistries are being held to i nprove on the existing censorship for
broadcast materials,” he told reporters after the official opening of the
TV3 Qperation Centre, Sri Pentas, at Bandar Utama, here by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday.

He was commenting on the attitude of a local TV station that was not
sensitive to the efforts of the governnent in handling social problens and
broadcasti ng programres that negated such efforts.

Mohanmed said Dr Mahathir who is also Home M nister had criticised the
attitude of the station on a nunber of occasions and both ministries were
taking further action following Dr Mahathir's instruction.

On the formof self-censorship and tine-interval systemthat the
governnent wanted to inplenment in the broadcast of TV and radi o progranmes,
he said the matter was bei ng worked out now.

He said the governnment was trying its best to achi eve sel f-censorship
in the broadcasting of TV and radi o programmes.

Asked why it had taken the Information Mnistry too long to approve the
application by TV3 to have 24 hour broadcast, Mhamad said there was a
deci sion nade on the matter but it had to be changed and a study was needed
based on current devel oprment. -- BERNAMA
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