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GUI NEAN PRESI DENT FORSEES GREATER DYNAM SM I N TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

By: Rachman Nordin

CONAKRY, Nov 6 (Bernama) -- Quinean President Lansana Conte today told
visiting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad that he forsees a
stronger bond of partnership with Malaysia to be characterised by greater
dynam smand pragmati sm

Speaking in French, at the Pal ace of Nation here, Conte hoped Dr
Mahathir's visit "will bring about greater success in relations between
both countries based on the spirit of dynam sm pragmati smand willingness
to foster cooperation in new areas of partnership targetting priority
sectors".

"I amoptimstic that Dr Mahathir's visit and working sessions of the
officials will bring out results that will |lead to the nodernisation of the
Qui nean econony and the agriculture sector in particular," he said at the
outset of tal ks between the Gui nean and Mal aysi an del egati ons.

In response, Dr Mahathir said having gone through a sinilar difficult
phase of nation building that Gui nea was experienci ng now, Ml aysia was
abl e to appreciate Guinea's problens and believed that the Ml aysian
experience was rel evant to Guinea.

"W have gone through this process before and we have not forgotten the
manner we overcane the difficulties. We | ook forward to sharing with you
Mal aysi a' s experience in overcomng the difficulties," he said.

Later, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi | ed the Ml aysi an
del egation, which also included Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Depart nent
Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha, to the talks with their Guinean
counterpart.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and Conte held a one-to-one neeting at the sane
venue preceded by a seperate discussion with his Qui nean counterpart Sidya
Toure at the latter's office.

Speaki ng through a translator, Toure told Dr Mahathir that Qui nea was
undergoing a difficult phase of striving to reduce a budget deficit from
ei ght per cent to 6.5 per cent of the Gross Donestic Product and towards
this, hoped to reach a deal for assistance fromthe International Monetary
Fund (1 MF) by January next year.

Qui nea, a former French colony of seven mllion people conprising nore
than three major tribal groups, also | ook forward to emul ate Malaysia in
achieving nultiracial unity and pronoting nore nmarket econony reformnms, he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir assured Toure that to hel p Gui nea, Ml aysia would not
hesitate in transfering Ml aysian technology in certain fields that
Mal aysi a has excelled in provided there was political stability and proper
| egal framework.

He told Toure: "W see no reason why QGuinea cannot do well if it has
these two conditions. Ml aysia has succeeded because we have political
stability and the proper |egal framework."

Mal aysi a woul d not hesitate to expose to Guinea "all that we have done
for our devel opnment but perhaps not everything can be used", Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Nonet hel ess, Dr Mahat hir believes that sone of the procedures that
Mal aysi a had adopted for its devel opnent coul d be applied to Guinea.

Hectic schedul es are a normal feature of Dr Mahathir's official visits
el sewhere and the second day of his itinerary here was no exception.

After talks with Conte and Toure, his schedule today included the



| aunching of the International Commercial Bank -- a Ml aysian venture
licenced | ast Septenber by the Guinean Central Bank to offer full banking
services with a paid-up capital of US$2 million (RVb million) -- and a
| uncheon address to a Ml aysi a- Gui nea busi ness semni nar.

Dr Mahathir al so witnessed the signing of a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
i nvol ving Mal aysi a' s Busi ness Focus Sdn Berhad's purchase and refurbi shnent
of the Gand Unity Hotel, initially to cost US100 million (RV50 mllion).
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