28 AUG 1996
Hal i m Appoi nt ment (Pi x)
HALI M PLEASANTLY SURPRI SED TO BE AT HELM OF Cl VI L SERVI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 28 (Bernamm) -- After nore than 30 years of service
that were confined to the Foreign Mnistry, Datuk Abdul HalimAli certainly
never expected to be given the top post in the civil service.

Hal i m who has been appointed the new Chief Secretary to the Governnent
effective Sept 17, neverthel ess viewed the appoi ntnment as a bi g honour
because he is the first person fromthe Foreign Mnistry to hold the post.

"I had not expected this appointnent at all but | amvery happy with
the trust given nme by the governnent to hold such an i nportant and high
post,"” he told reporters at Wsnma Putra here foll owi ng an announcenent by
the Prime Mnister's Departnent on his appoi ntment.

Hal im 52, expressed his thanks and appreciation to Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan
Sri Ahnmad Sarji Abdul Hanmid for their confidence in him and said his
experience at the Foreign Mnistry would come in handy in his new post.

Coi ncidental Iy, Halimassunmed his post of Secretary-General at the
Foreign Mnistry today, replacing Tan Sri Ahnmad Kanil| Jaafar who retired.

The | atest appoi ntmrent neans he has nade history in the national
adm ni stration as the Secretary-General of a mnistry who held the post for
the shortest period.

Hal im who was previously Deputy Secretary-Ceneral (1) in the Foreign
Mnistry, will serve for nerely 20 days as Secretary-General before taking
over as Chief Secretary to the Governnent.

He succeeds Ahnmad Sarji whose service was extended twi ce after he
reached retirenent age of 55 years.

Wsnma Putra staff, who this norning heard Halim s address as the new
Secretary-Ceneral, greeted news of Halims | atest appointnment with surprise
and happi ness.

Asked on his agenda for his new post, Halimsaid: "Well, | do have sone
know edge of the governnent's aspirations, about its wish to further
enhance the effectiveness and productivity of the civil service.

"I have been back in Ml aysia for six years already and we have seen
how much the civil service has inproved and this is the good work done by
Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji hinself. | believe with all the infrastructure and
changes made by him | can continue with his efforts," he said.

Halim who holds a B.A (Hons) from Universiti Ml aya, has served in
the Foreign Mnistry for 30 years and four nonths. He began his career as
assi stant secretary in the Mddle East D vision and has steadily risen up
t he ranks.

"Since | started working, the Foreign Mnistry has been nmy only station
but despite this | believe ny experience in the mnistry will be useful in
my new duty," he said.

Asked on his new priority, he said: "The specifics | can't tell because
| need to neet Tan Sri Ahnmad Sarji, the Prime Mnister and others for their
vi ews and gui dance on the efforts that need to be given priority."

Asked when he was told of the appointment, he said: "Before this
heard of the reconmendati on nade for ne but the official announcerment is
today. The announcenent nmade today is sonet hi ng unexpected."”

He said Dr Mahathir had al so broached the subject with himbefore.

Hal i m said he woul d give attention to all matters connected to the
civil service, including efforts to inprove the quality of service and
saf eguardi ng the wel fare of workers at all |evels.



Hal i m may not get to occupy his new roomat Wsma Putra because it is
bei ng renovat ed.

On returning to Wsma Putra froma lunch with diplomats today, he was
greeted by several Wsma Putra officers who had been waiting to
congratul ate himon hearing news of his appointnent.

Hal i mthen proceeded to attend a post-Cabi net nmeeting and within that
period at |east two bouquets of flowers were sent to his office.

In his address to Wsnma Putra officers this norning, Halimurged them
tointensify efforts to inplement all governnent policies properly to
prepare for the 21st century.

"W are also taking all measures to inplenent or achieve Vision 2020
where international relations are an inportant el enment," he added. --
BERNANMA
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