05 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - G15
HARARE SUMM T | NJECTS NEW LI FE TO G- 15, SAYS PM

By: Kuah Guan Qo

HARARE, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- The sixth summt of the group of 15
devel oping countries (G 15) has injected a newlife into the six-year old
organi sation, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d here today.

He said this was because the nenber countries had in the last three
days of neeting, shown their comm tnent to the grouping.

"They have renewed their conmm tnment, and Jamai ca has expressed its
interest to play host to the sutmit (after Kuala Lunpur in 1997)," he said
at a press conference for Ml aysi an newsnen just before the close of the
sunmi t.

The prinme mnister, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohanad
Al'i and Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi |eft for French Gui nea
after the summit here, for his first visit to the central -west African
nati on.

"I't has been a very good neeting.. we spoke very frankly on various
i ssues during the Retreat, " he said.

Dr Mahathir, together with the other |eaders except Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak spent a night at the Elephant Hill resort in Vistoria Falls,
some 800km west of here, for their Retreat. They returned to Hahare this
nmorning to close their summt.

Dr Mahathir al so said Kenya had been accepted as a nenber of G 15 and
he has been entrusted by the other | eaders to bring Kenya to the next
summ t in Kual a Lunpur.

He said that what they wanted are conmitted or "quality" nenbers while
the total menbership should not be too big or too small

He said the | eaders had, during their retreat, focussed their
di scussions on the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO ministerial nmeeting in
Si ngapore next nonth, as " we are very concerned over any attenpts to
snmuggl e other issues like corruption, |abour rights, environnent” into the
or gani sati on.

"We are very firmin rejecting any of this attenpt,” he added. Asked
how the G 15 or other devel oping countries could stop the unilateral |aws
with extra-terrorial effect by a country, he pointed out that the
unilateral action is opposed by sone devel oped countri es.

"So, if we stay united against this, the superpowers cannot do
anything. That is why we made it a point to stress on this," he said.

He al so said that they would raise this point at the WIO neeting in
Si ngapore. In this connection, the G 15 econom c mnisters would neet with
their opposites fromthe Southern African Devel opment and Economi c
Cooperation to coordinate their positions prior to the WO m ni steri al
neeting in Singapore. -- BERNAMA
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