20 FEB 1996
Aidilfitri (Roundup)
HARI RAYA CELEBRATI ONS FURTHER STRENGTHENS GOODW LL AND UNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Muslinms today cel ebrated Hari Raya
Aidilfitri which this year brought double joy as it coincided with the
Chi nese New Year festival.

The sinmul taneous cel ebrations by the two major races of Malaysia's
mul ti-racial popul ati on was synbolic of the goodwi Il and unity prevailing
in the country.

The joy was nore overwhelm ng with Muslinms in |Indonesia and Si ngapore
al so cel ebrating Hari Raya today.

Since last night, the "Takbir Aidilfitri," signalling the end of a
nont h-1ong fast during the nonth of Ramadhan and onset of Syawal, was heard
from nosques, over radio and on tel evision.

This nmorning, Muslins thronged the nbsques for Hari Raya prayers before
visiting cenetaries to pay respect at the graves of bel oved ones.

Fam |lies then gathered in their festival finery and chil dren sought
forgi veness of parents for m sdeeds during the past year before | aying out
the Hari Raya fare for open house.

As usual there were ketupat, |enmang and redang and a wi de variety of
cakes and Hari Raya goodi es, popul ar anong Mal aysi ans duri ng open house.

In the federal capital, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and
Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah attended prayers at the Nationa
Mosque.

In the congregation were also Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Mislimmnisters
and deputy ministers.

Among t he thousands of followers were foreign students and workers.

After the prayers, their Majesties were greeted by the people who
wi shed them " Sel anat Hari Raya."

The city was quiet, with little traffic and activity, after nost of the
people in the greater Kuala Lunpur area left for honmetowns to cel ebrate
Chi nese New Year and Hari Raya Aidilfitri with famli es.

Many peopl e al so took the opportunity of the long break to go for
hol i days.

In KOTA BAHARU, the Sultan of Kelantan performed Aidilfitri prayers at
t he Muhammadi state nbsque together with thousands of Muslins.

Acconpanyi ng hi mwere the Tengku Mahkota and Deputy Menteri Besar Haji
Abdul Hal i m Abdul Rahrman, dignitaries and senior state governnent officers.

The Sultan | ater received greetings fromthe people after which he held
open house at |stana Mahkota i n Kubang Keri an.

Menteri Besar Datuk Nk Abdul Aziz Nik Mat perforned his prayers at the
Pul au Mel aka nmosque, near Kota Baharu

I n KUALA KANGSAR, the Sultan of Perak Sultan Azl an Shah attended Hari
Raya prayers at the Ubai di ah nosque together with Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Ram i Ngah Talib, state secretary Datuk Habi b Mansor, State Executive
Councill ors, heads of departnment and ot her Muisli rs.

After prayers, the Sultan and Raj a Perenpuan Perak Tuanku Bai nun
visited the royal mausol eumin Kual a Kangsar together with other famly
nmenber s.

I n KUALA PI LAH, Negeri Senbilan Regent Tunku Naqui yuddi n Tuanku Jaaf ar
and Tunku Puan Muda Nurul Hayati attended Aidilfitri prayers with nore than
2,000 Muslinms at the Tuanku Munawi r nosque in Seri Menanti .

He then visted the royal mausol eum and offered prayers with state Mifti



Dat uk Haji Mhamad Murtaza Haji Ahmad reciting the prayers.

In PEKAN, the Sultan of Pahang perforned Aidilfitri prayers at the
Sul tan Abu Bakar mpbsque together with Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
and Muslim State Executive Council nenbers.

In KANGAR, the Raja and Raja Perenpuan of Perlis attended prayers at
the Arau state npbsque along with nore than 1,000 foll owers.

Their Mjesties then held Hari Raya "open house" at Istana Arau from
9.30amto 1lam attended by thousands of people including Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mand state secretary Datuk Janmal uddi n Ahnad
Damanhuri .

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the Sultan of Terengganu attended Hari Raya
prayers with about 2,000 Muslinms at the Abidin nosque.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad and ot her nmenbers of the royal
househol d al so attended prayers there.

The Sultan then visited the royal nmausol eumin the nosque conpound and
hel d open house at |stana Mazi ah.

In KUCH NG, Sarawak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Haji Ahnad Zaidi Adruce
Mohamred Noor performed Hari Raya prayers with nore than 2,000 Mislins at
t he Kuchi ng di vi si on nosque.

Al so present was state Mnister of Industrial Devel opnent Datuk Abang
Johari Tun Abang Haji Openg.

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Taib Mahrmud attended Aidilfitri prayers
i n Demak Jaya.

H s "open house" this year was different fromprevious years as it was
hel d at St adi um Per paduan Negeri Sarawak to mark the doubl e cel ebrations.

I n PULAU PI NANG, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Dr Handan Shei k Tahir joined
t housands of Muslinms including state secretary Dat uk Mohd Noor Abdul Rahim
for prayers at the state npbsque.

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr |brahim
Saad hel d open house at his residence in Tanah Liat, Bukit Mertajam while
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimwill hold his at Cheruk Tok
Kun t onorr ow.

In SABAH, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tan Sri Haji Sakaran Dandai joi ned nore
than 5,000 Muslins for Hari Raya prayers at the State Mdsque in Kota
Ki nabal u.

Al so performng the solat were Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak
and ot her state Musliml eaders.

Deputy Chief Mnister and President of the Sabah Progressive Party
(SAPP), Datuk Yong Teck Lee and ot her other SAPP officials held Chi nese New
Year open house at the Likas Sports Conppl ex near Kota Kinabal u from 10am
to 2pm

In KEDAH, Their Royal Highnesses the Sultan and Sul tanah of Kedah held
Hari Raya open house at |stana Anak Bukit.

Thousands of people of all walks of |ife called at Seri Mental oon, the
resi dence of Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji Gsman Aroff to wish him
"Sel amat Hari Raya."

In JOHOR, H s Royal Hi ghness Sultan |skandar performed the sol at
Aidilfitri at the Sultan Abu Bakar Mosque in Johor Baharu Gty together
t housands of people including Menteri Besar Haji Abdul Ghani Q hnman.

In SELANGOR, Hi s Royal H ghness Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah i bni
Al mar hum Sul t an Hi shanuddi n Al am Shah perfornmed Aidil fitri prayers at the
State Mosque in Shah Alamtogether with nore than 10, 000 Muslins who
i ncluded Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhanmad Haji Miuihammad Tai b.

I n MELAKA, Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahbuddi n perf or nmed
Hari Raya prayers together with nore than 7,000 Muslins at the Al-Azim
St at e Mosque.

The prayers were | ed by the I mam Besar of the Mdsque Haji Yusof Misa.



Chief Mnister Datuk Haji Ml Zin Abdul Ghani was al so present.
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