16 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - Ranos
RAMOS, MAHATHI R TO HOLD TALKS | N TCKYO

MANI LA, May 16 (Bernamm) -- President Fidel Ranpbs and Ml aysi an Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will hold tal ks tomorrow when t hey
attend a conference on Asia in Tokyo.

The tal ks, to be attended by senior Filipino and Mal aysian officials,
will tackle regional and multilateral issues, Foreign Secretary Dom ngo
Si azon said in a statenent.

Si azon, who wi |l acconpany Ranps, said the Tokyo neeting coincides with
an international conference on the Future of Asia where both Asean | eaders
are keynot e speakers.

The conference, hosted by Japan's | eadi ng busi ness daily Ni hon Kei za
Shi mbun, seeks to foster an exchange of views on international issues
bet ween Japan and its Asian nei ghbours.

Si azon said the Ranmps-Mahathir nmeeting in Tokyo is inline with their
1993 agreenent to hold informal talks to boost bilateral relations between
the Philippines and Mal aysi a.

"The discussion is al so expected to focus on renewi ng Asean conmi t nent
to security and devel opment cooperation, including Philippines-Mlaysia
trade concerns," he said.

Asi de from Ranpbs and Dr Mahat hir, other Asean conference speakers are
Si ngapore Deputy Prine M nister Lee Hsien Loong and | ndonesi an Research and
Technol ogy M ni ster Habi bi e.

US Assistant State Secretary Wnston Lord, Japanese Foreign M nister
Yuki hi ko | keda and China's State Pl anni ng Comni ssion vice chairman Ye Q ng
will also address the event. -- BERNAMVA
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