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By: Neville D'Cruz

BRI SBANE, March 30 (Bernanmm) -- Australian newspapers, television and
radi o gave promi nence to Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's historic and
eagerly awaited nmeeting yesterday with this Australian counterpart John
Howar d here.

This is rare anong the Australian Media which generally gives very
little coverage to visiting dignitaries. Even the inpressive police
not orcycl e escort and not or cade was unusual .

Al television and radi o station yesterday | ed off their evening news
bulletins with footage and report on the nuch publicised visit which saw
the two | eaders nmeeting for the first tine.

Most newspapers carried report of the brief but warmneeting on their
front pages with the country's | eadi ng paper The Australian praising the
efforts of both Prine Mnisters taking the opportunity of hol ding informal
tal ks so soon after the election of Howard as Prinme M nister on March 2.

Inits editorial today, The Australian said that although the visit was
rushed, "the atnospherics of this visit has been cordial, diginified and
productive".

Noti ng that Howard had made a good begi nning to his Asian dipl omacy,
the paper said: "They help M Howard send the appropriate and necessary
message that his Government is totally committed to deepening Australis's
engagenent with out nei ghbours in East Asia."

Simlary he (Howard) stressed the inportance of the Ml aysi a-Australia
relationship itself, which has not only weathered stornms in recent years
but actually, in trade ,security co-operation and educational exchange,
gone fromstrength to strength.

"But the Howard-Mahat hir neeting's position also dealt with issues of
subt ance, and sonetinmes of contention, but did so in a way which
denmonstrated each | eaders's commitnent to disagree in a civil manner."

The paper said Howard' s position of neither supporting nor opposing the
proposed East Asian Economi ¢ Caucus "nakes good sense, although it by no
means solve all problens about getting Australia included in regiona
structures in the future.

Al t hough in some mood Dr Mahat hir has once or twi ce in the past
convassed the idea of eventual Australian menbership of the EAEC which
woul d certainly be a good long-termresult for Australia.”

Austral i an newspapers al so highlighted Howard sayi ng that Dr Mahat hir
had told himthat Australia shipbulider Transfield had a "very good change"
of winning the contract to build up to 27 patrol boats for Ml aysi a.

The Sydney Morning Herald said that Australian diplomats were
"confident that success for Transfield would showthat the volatile
rel ati onshi p between Canberra and Kual a Lunpur had recovered fromthe
periodic clashes or recent years and could stabilise with close security
co-operation in the remmi nder of the decade."

The paper said Dr Mahathir's two short stopovers on the outward and
homeward | eg of an official visit to New Zeal and were seen as a signal that
Dr Mahathir wanted better ties with the Australian Government. -- Bernana
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