07 MAY 1996
Chua- Di al ogue
HEALTH M NI STRY SEEKS TOTAL COVMUNI TY | NVOLVEMENT STATUS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernama) -- The Health Mnistry is ainmng for a
total community invol venent status with the cooperation of the industrial
and trade sector and non-governnental organisations (NGOs).

"I amconfident that with this three-way cooperation, the status wll
be achi eved,” Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng sai d today.

He said in an effort to enhance relations with NGOs, a registration
unit had been set up for the benefit of organisations requiring information
and assi stance fromthe ninistry.

So far, 170 NGOs have registered with the unit, 90 of which are
attending a four-day dialogue at the mnistry here, Chua told reporters
before chairing the final session of the dial ouge.

This is the first tinme the mnistry is holding such a dialouge and it
is ained at getting feedback and suggestions on rel evant issues to i nprove
the mnistry's perfornmance, he said.

He hoped that through the dial ogue, mnor issuses could be resolved and
maj or ones taken up for followup action

On the Seventh Mal aysia Plan tabled by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday, Chua expressed confidence
that the allocation for his mnistry would hel p bring about nmaj or changes
in the health and nedi cal sector

The ministry will ensure that the nmedical systemin the country is one
of the nost nodern and that it is also enjoyed by the | ower income group
he sai d.

Chua rem nded private hopitals of their social obligations in treating
| ower incone patients and setting up branches in the rural areas.

Today' s di al ogue session was attended by representatives from 14 NGGs
i ncluding the Red Crescent Society, Islamc Medical Association, Mlaysian
Haenophi |l i ac Soci ety, National Kidney Foundation and Mal aysian |slamc
Yout h Movement (Abim. -- BERNAVA
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