8 JAN 1996
Cuepacs- contest
HEATED CONTESTS EXPECTED AT CUEPACS CONVENTI ON TOMVORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- Congress of Unions of Enployees in the
Public and G vil Service (Cuepacs), 20th convention tonorrow is expected to
see heated contests in the | eadership with both factions claimng to obtain
support of the majority of del egates.

Bot h candi dates vying for the post of president, incunbent Mohanmed Mat
Jid and his challenger, Haji Mistaffa Hassan, currently deputy president,
today clainmed in separate news conferences, that they conmmand such support.

However, they said it was a famly contest and would not split the
novenent .

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open the
convention and i s expected to make an announcenent on the paynent of
arrears and sal ary adjustnents for the 840,000 public sector enpl oyees.

Haji Mustaffa said he was contesting at the request of menbers who
want ed a new di nensi on in Cuepacs | eadership that will bring about changes
in the | abour novenent especially the public sector.

He sai d Cuepacs needed a new | eadership with the strength and integrity
to lead workers in the country into the 21st century towards a devel oped
nati on based on Vision 2020.

"I amconfident I will be given the mandate to | ead Cuepacs as nost of
the affiliates said they want a new adnini stration in the unions so that
their interests are not ignored," he said.

He said the Cuepacs | eadership should have the comm tnment and spirit as
well as the wisdomto neet future chall enges so that the | eadership of
| abour novenents woul d al so be relevant with the tines.

"I amdetermined to create industrial stability and through it the
| abour novenent can cooperate with the governnent to devel op the country
and al so to enhance the econonic position of workers," he said.

Must af fa and ot her candi dates made up of Mdhd Yusof Haji Harnman Shah
and Kassi m Shai kh Mohd (two posts of deputy presidents), Mhd Jam | | smai
(secretary general) Ahmad Ghani and Abdul Rahman Manan (deputy
secretary-general s) issued a five-point manifesto.

Among points contained in the manifesto are upgradi ng Cuepacs quality
of managenent and adm nistration and to nake Cuepacs, a respected public
sector trade union.

Meanwhi | e, Mohaned al so expressed confidence of obtaining support from
the majority of del egates based on the effectiveness of |eadership shown in
the last three years with its stress on unity and discipline anmong
affiliates.

At a news conference together with Cuepacs secretary-general, Siva
Subramani am he said fromneetings with Cuepacs affiliates nation-w de, the
majority of themstill required his | eadership

On a mani festo, Mohamed said his faction did not require one as "what
is inmportant is our ability to serve nmenbers and that even with a nanifesto
it does not nmean it can be carried out."

Si va Subramaniamrefuted all egation that the present Cuepacs | eadership
and the governnent was not having cordial relations causing the delay in
the paynent of arrears and salary adjustnents to the public sector

enpl oyees.
He said the Cuepacs | eadership had succesfully resolved the issue
t hrough negotiations with the government and was still waiting for a

deci sion fromthe Public Services Departnent.



Mohamad al so announced his support for Mhd Yusof Haji Harnman Shah and
Abdul Aziz Mhd Sultan as deputy presidents.

The convention is expected to be attended by 900 del egates fromits 97
affiliates. -- Bernamm
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