10 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - t r eat nment
H GH MEDI CAL COVPENSATI ONS CAUSI NG POOR TO SUFFER, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today the ridiculously high conpensati ons awarded by the courts to patients
i n many devel oped countries had resulted in the poor being deprived of
medi cal treatnent.

"We nust synpathise with the victins of irresponsible practices, but
the cost of this msguided synmpathy, in terns of deprivation of nedical
treatment, is infinitely higher," he said when opening the 11th Asian
Paci fi c Federation Congress of the International College of Surgeons (ICS),
her e.

The excessive court awards had resulted in doctors either avoiding to
hel p in accident cases, conducting unnecessary and costly investigations or
charging high fees to cover high insurance preni uns, he said.

The prinme mnister said this had | ed to the poor being deprived of
medi cal treatnment and even nmenbers of the middle-incone group can be
bankrupted by nmedical bills.

About 350 participants from24 countries are attending the four-day
congress. Present were Dr Mahathir's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmmh
Mohaned Ali and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir was conferfed the ICS Honorary Fell owship
by its president, Prof Earl Onen.

Whi | e acknow edgi ng the need to protect patients frominconpetent and
carel ess treatnent by the practitioners of nedicine and surgery, Dr
Mahat hir sai d that awardi ng ridicul ously high conpensati on "does no one any
good".

The prime mnister said that because of the excessive awards, nedical
i nsurance had becone unaffordabl e and even governnents were not in the
position to provide basic nedical care for the people.

Dr Mahathir said that up to now Mal aysi a had been quite free of the
kind of litigation mania found in many devel oped countries and he hoped
that Malaysia will remain free of this craze.

He said that as Mal aysia strove to becone a fully devel oped nation by
the year 2020, its progress would be balanced in all fields, be it in
education, industry or new technol ogy, and woul d be gui ded by the country's
beliefs, noral values and traditions.

"W wel come the free flow of informati on and know edge whi ch can
contri bute towards our progress,” he said, adding that the government woul d
al so support research and devel opnent.

He invited the ICS, an institution that provides nedi cal know edge al
over the world, to participate in Malaysia' s ever expandi ng sphere of
nmedi cal education, especially in the training of young surgical scientists.

The prime mnister also urged the participants of the congress to take
into consideration the escal ating costs of new techniques and their effects
on devel opi ng countri es.

He said they have to exami ne the ethical and medico-1egal inplications
of the new net hods and also to be sensitive to cultural and religious
feelings.

Touchi ng on the devel opnents in the nmedical field, Dr Mahathir said the
nost i nmportant one was the advent of nol ecul ar bi ol ogy which had
contributed towards naj or advances in the understandi ng and treatment of
i nherited di seases and di sease di sposition.

"The di scovery of the variation of genes and mutations in the process



of carcinogenesis appears not only exciting but al so a prom sing
devel opnent in the battle agai nst the di sease,” he said.

Further research in this direction mght even help to conquer the
deadl y human-i nmunodefi ci ency virus (H V), he added. --Bernanma
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