06 MAY 1996
Mahat hir-Heal t h
DON' T BU LD ONLY "FI VE- STAR' HOSPI TALS, PRI VATE SECTOR TOLD

KUALA RMLUVPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
called on the private sector to build hospitals for the poorer section of
t he popul ation, saying existing private nedical centres tend to stress on
five-star acconodati on.

"An ordinary class private hospital should be as lucrative for
Mal aysi an i nvestors,"” the Prine Mnister said when tabling the Seventh
Mal aysia Plan (7MP) in the Dewan Rakyat.

He said that even within private hospitals, there nust be el enents of
cross-subi sdy so that those who could not afford could have equal |y good
nmedi cal treatnment wthout the need for | uxurious acconpdations.

Dr Mahathir said the nedical profession should not stress on financia
consi der ati ons al one.

"Society owes a lot to the practitioners of nedicine, but the afful ence
of the professionals owe a lot to the kind of society we have. There nust
al ways be gratefull ness and charity in our hearts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that under the 7MP, the Governnent woul d continue to
expand and upgrade health programes and services so as to enable
Mal aysi ans to enjoy a better quality of life.

But he added that it was becoming nore difficult for the Government to
provide free or nomnally charged hospital treatnent.

This, he said, is not just because the cost had risen trenmendously but
al so because it was difficul to retain doctors and nurses at the | ow pay
t he Governnent could offer.

The Prime Mnister said that in the future, medical treatnment provided
at Governnent hospitals nmust either be paid for through medical insurance
or a private medi cal treatnment schenes.

He added that the Governnent intends to privatise nany of the health
facilities including hospitals and specialist units.

"Sonme ki nd of subsidy will be worked out for the poor whose enpl oyers
cannot pay for their nedical care or who cannot afford health insurance,"”
he said. -- BERNAMA
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