22 NOV 1996
Mahat hi r - Successor
| FULLY SUPPORT ANWAR, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that he is giving his full support to Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimto succeed him

The Prime Mnister said that his support was in line with the wi shes of
Umo nenbers who have chosen Anwar as the deputy president of the party.

"I will abide by the wishes of the party which has chosen Dat uk Seri
Anwar as ny successor and | amgiving him 100 per cent support," said Dr
Mahat hir who is Umo president.

He was speaking to reporters after receiving 14 journalists fromthe
Bal kan states at the Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

Dr Mahat hir was comrenting on an "Asi aweek" article nam ng Economi c
Advi ser to the Governnent Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and several senior Umo
| eaders as attenpting to put Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, the former president
of the dissolved Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46 who has rej oi ned Umo, back in
the Cabi net and to ensure that he assunes a party post.

The article also specul ated that Tengku Razal ei gh m ght chal | enge Anwar
for the post of deputy president in the party election in 1999.

Dr Mahathir described the article as pure specul ation by the nmagazi ne
with the intention of increasing its sal es.

"It is not right to specul ate but people who want to sell their
publication woul d do things like that," he said when asked why reports on
the Umo | eadership still appeared although he had repeatedly stated his
support for Anwar to succeed him

He reiterated that Tengku Razaleigh's return to Umo was only as an
ordi nary nenber and that there were no conditions attached, including offer
of any posts.

Asked whet her there would be any change anong the appoi nted nenbers of
the Umo Suprene Council and in the party headquarters on Nov 28, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Just wait."

The neeting next Thursday will be the first by the Supreme Counci
since the Oct 10 party elections, and the agenda is expected to include the
swearing in of the council nmenbers, the appointnent of 10 additiona
ordi nary nenbers by the president and the appoi ntment of various party
of ficials.

On the proposed PAS-Umo coalition in Kelantan, Dr Mahat hir said that
t here had not been any formal discussion between the two parties so far.

He said that Umo was still keeping an open mnd on the matter and
woul d not reject the proposal if it would be of benefit.

"At the nmoment | woul d not say whether it was necessary or not (to have
a neeting between | eaders of the two parties). If there is a need, | am
prepared," he sai d when asked whether he was prepared to neet Kel antan
Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat to further discuss the proposal

Asked whet her the proposal may be a PAS tactic to use Umo to overcone
the various problens the party was facing, he said: "W will have to
consider what it is that | eads to the proposal."

He said that Umo has still not nade any deci si on because he woul d
first want to listen to the Suprene Council after having heard the views of
Kel ant an Umo nenbers through Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa
who is deputy chief of the Kelantan Umo Liaison Conmittee. -- BERNAMA
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