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Mahat hi r - | sl ands
M SI A CONSI DERS S| PADAN LI G TAN | SSUE SETTLED, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today Mal aysia will accept whatever decision by the
International Court of Justice (1CJ) on the overlapping clains with
I ndonesi a over the Sipadan and Ligitan islands.

Describing the matter as settled, he said Kuala Lunpur woul d accept the
court's decision even if it was in favour of Indonesia.

"l feel that whatever decision, whether it favours Ml aysia or
| ndonesia, is not the i ssue because we have agreed to accept the (1CJ)
decision," he told reporters after bidding farewell to I ndonesian President
Suharto at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, near here.

President Suhrto arrived here yesterday for a two-day visit.

Dr Mahathir was replying to questions from | ndonesian reporters on what
Mal aysia woul d do if the court decided that the two islands off Sabah's
east coast bel onged to I ndonesi a.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi had said earlier that
Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a had decised to resolve the 27-year-old i ssue by
referring toit to the ICJ for a decision.

The deci sion was nade at a neeting between Dr Mahat hir and Suharto at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent here this norning.

The prime mnister said Kuala Lunpur-Jakarta ties would not be affected
if the I CJ decided that the two islands bel onged to | ndonesi a.

"What is inportant is that we must naintain the good rel ati ons between
| ndonesi a and Mal aysi a," he said.

Dr Mahathir said although the final decision had not been nade,

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a had agreed on the nethod of resolution, that is by
referring the matter to the I CJ.

He said both countries nust prepare the docunents to support their
clainms for submission to the I CJ.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia woul d open up pal m oi
estates in the eastern part of Indonesia).

On Suharto's visit, he said it was productive and they di scussed not
only bilateral problenms but also international and Asean matters. --
BERNAMA
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