20 JUL 1996
Yong- Peace
| MPACT OF PEACE DEAL | N PHI LI PPI NES

TAWAU, July 20 (Bernamm) -- The inpendi ng peace between Mnila and the
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) in the Philippines will bear
chal | enges for Sabah, Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said today.

He said the situation would give an opportunity for Sabah's rel atively
conservative investors to venture into the southern Phili ppines.

"A nore daunting one is in adapting to doing business and |iving
wi t hout the cheap | abour provided by the illegal immgrants in the state,”
he said in his talk at a Youth Convention on "Towards the 21st Century",
organi sed by the Young Mal aysi an Movenent (YMM) here.

He sai d Sabah had stood and watched the trouble in southern
Phili ppines, and tolerated with the many problens resulting fromthe influx
of Filipinos fromthe strife-torn region

News of progress towards peace settlenent in the area has been greeted
with relief by Sabah, as it offers opportunities to reduce the push-pul
factor that induces Filipinos fromthe south to cone to Sabah as econom c
m grants.

The MNLF recently decided to give up its 24-year armed struggle for
secession to join the nation's political mainstream Its fiery |eader, Nur
M suari, will be a governnent candidate in regional elections in Septenber.

Yong said the tinme had cone for Sabahans to show that they, too,
possessed t he "Mal aysia Can Do" spirit.

"And pl ease, don't regard this only as a battle slogan. It is a spirit
we nmust cultivate into our psyche because it will be a key elenment to
det erm ne whet her we succeed or succunb in the 21st Century," he said.

He sai d Sabahans had their place and space on Ml aysian soil as the
Filipinos in the southern Philippines were going to secure theirs through a
peace agreenent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had | ed the Ml ay
majority in the country to accommpdate the aspirati ons of non- Ml ays
wher eas President Fidel Ranpos was now asking the Christian majority to
accept his concept of the Southern Philippines Council for Peace and
Devel opnent, he sai d.

"The noral of these exanples is the ability and willingness to | ook at
the broader picture of national interest,” he added. -- BERNANVA
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