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| NCLUDE NATI ONAL | NFORNMATI ON TECHNOLOGY | N SEVENTH PLAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 8 (Bernanma) -- The DAP has proposed that a Nationa
I nformati on Technology (1 T) policy be formul ated and i ncluded in the
Seventh Mal aysia Plan to hel p devel op Mal aysia as a worl d-cl ass
comuni cati ons net wor K.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said today that the National IT
policy woul d al so ensure that Ml aysi ans had one of the highest take-up
rates of new information technol ogies.

He said in a statenment, here, that the policy should be formulated with
a vision to transformMal aysia into an intelligent nation to enhance both
the national conpetitive advantages in the gl obal narketplace as well as
the quality of life.

Such a policy was in line with the recent announcenent by Education
M ni ster Datuk Najib Tun Razak that all schools would be equi pped with
el ectronic resource centres linked to the Internet which is rapidly
beconi ng a mai nstream form of conmuni cati on.

He said a serious concern for an IT policy and strategy was to ensure
t he avoi dance of an "information-rich, information-poor" society.

He was responding to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad' s
statenment |ast night that the cabinet would hold a special neeting on the
Sevent h Mal aysi an Pl an t onorrow

Limsaid there nust be a special strategy for Ml aysians to access the
Internet |ike establishing nati onwide community IT access points, such as
l'ibraries and community centres, where the people could go to access
el ectronic informati on and servi ces.

He said there were already conplaints that the Jaring internet services
had agai n become congested and cl ogged, particularly during weekends and
hol i days, because of the inability of Jaring to ensure that its
comuni cation infrastructure kept ahead of dermand.

He added that there was a need for a greater focus on government IT
strategies and policies to provide better-quality public services to
Mal aysi ans and nore tinely information fromthe governnment. -- Bernanma
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