20 DEC 1996
Mahat hi r - &l cone
| NDI A ROLLS RED CARPET WELCOMVE FOR MAHATHI R

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who arrived here |last night for a four-day official visit, was
given a red carpet wel cone by the Indian governnent today.

The official welcomng cerenony took place at Forecourt, Rashtrapati
Bhavan, the presidential, adm nistrative and | egi sl ative conpl ex.

He was received by Indian Prine Mnister Deve Gowda who | ed the Indian
del egation at the wel com ng reception

After inspecting a guard-of-honour, Dr Mahathir was introduced to
I ndi an dignitaries.

The Prinme M nister, who was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, later called on Indian Vice-President K R Narayanan and
his wi fe, Usha Narayanan, at their residence.

Dr Mahathir |ater proceeded to Rjaghat, nausol eum of Mahat ma Ghandi,
the father of |ndian i ndependence, where he laid a weath.

Dr Siti Hasmah neanwhil e had a separate programe at the residence of
the Mal aysi an H gh Comm ssi oner here where she net nenbers of Perwakil an
New Del hi
-- the mission's | adi es associ ati on.

The Prime Mnister and his wife later called on Indian President Dr
Shankar Dayal Sharma and First Lady Vimala Sharma foll owed by a | uncheon at
Rashtrapati Bahvan

Dr Mahathir is | eading a high-level delegation which includes three
cabi net nmenmbers, a deputy mnister, senior officials and Mal aysi an i ndustry
| eaders.

Menbers of the official party includes Transport M nister Datuk Seri
Ling Liong Sik, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, Science, Technol ogy
and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng, Deputy Foreign M nister
Dat uk Leo M chael Toyad, Econom c Planning Unit Director-General Tan Sri
Abul Hassan Sul ai man and Petronas chairman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nal Abidin

The 20- menber Ml aysi an busi ness del egati on conpri ses chairmen and
chi ef executives including Tan Sri Tajuddin Rami of Ml aysia Airlines, Tan
Sri Kishu Tirathrai (dobe Silk Store), Tan Sri Halim Saad (Renong G oup),
Tan Sri Vincent Tan (Berjaya Goup), Tan Sri Dr Mohaned Yusof Hashi m (Pal m
Ol Pronotion Council), Datuk Ami n Shah (Busi ness Focus), Datuk Abdul Aziz
O hman (Bank Bum putra), Dato Mohanaed Said Mohamaed Ali (Tel ekom Mal aysi a
Bhd), T.Ananda Krishnan (Binariang) and Datuk Lee Kim Yew (Country
Hei ghts). -- BERNAMA
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