30 APR 1996

I NDI AN COVMUNI TY SHOULD RECOGNI SE | MPORTANCE OF TRAI NI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Lack of information and
appreciation on the inportance of training are two major factors which
caused the lack of participitation of the Indian nercantile conmunity in
t he mai nstream devel opnment, said President of the Kuala Lunmpur and Sel angor
I ndi an Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry (KLSICCl) Rajaish K Saigal.

"W sincerely hope our nenbers and new entrepreneurs have and wl |
recogni se the fact that it is only with enhancing their know edge and ski l
can they hope to conpete and further devel op their businesses," he said at
the opening of the KLSICCl newly renovated buil ding here today.

It was along this line, the KLSICCl's 40-year-old building was
renovat ed and upgraded to establish a fully equi pped training centre and to
provi de menbers and others the facilities and opportunities to enable them
to enhance their know edge and skills in entrepreneurshi p and managenent,
he added.

The newl y upgraded buil di ng, which cost sone RW/00,000 to renovate, was
officated by M nister of Entrepreneur Devel opnent Datuk Mustapa Mhamed. It
houses a business centre, a resouce centre, a conputer centre and the
secretariat of the Kuala Lunmpur and Ml aysi an | ndi an Chanber as well as the
entrepreneur devel opnent advi sory centre.

The training centre woul d organi se courses in md-1evel managenent for
its nediumand small sized nenbers.

Raj ai sh said in his speech that it had been known that the Ml aysi an
I ndi an community had | agged behind in the process of mai nstream nationa
devel oprment and growth in virtually all sectors and that there had been a
consi stent decline in the Indian community's position conpared with its
ot her Ml aysi an brot hers.

"The I ndian comunity appreciates and is grateful that the governnent
has recogni sed the Indian Dilemma several years ago by classifying the
community with the other poverty groups in Peninsular Ml aysia and those in
Sabah and Sarawak," Raj ai sh added.

However, he added, the recognition had not been translated into
specific policy directives and i nplenentation initiatives by the rel evant
m ni stries and governnent agenci es.

Meanwhi | e, President of the Ml aysi an Associ ated | ndi an Chanber of
Conmer ce and I ndustry Senator Datuk V.K K. Teagarajan said the chanber
would I'i ke to request the government to allocate a certain amount of funds
for the devel opment of the |Indian business conmunity.

He said the chanber would |ike to request an initial amount of about
RVM6O mllion to be revised to RMLOO mi | lion, adding that the chanber had
al ready di scussed the matter with Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

"We hope to send a nenobrandumregarding this matter to the Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad by the middl e of next nonth," he
told reporters after the opening cerenmony of the buil ding.

He said the chanber would also |like to request for a better
representation of the Indian community in the governnment and the
quasi - gover nment body and hoped that about five percent stake of the new
privatisation scheme woul d be set aside for the Indian community,

Currently, KLSICCl has about 450 nenbers while the Ml aysi an Associ at ed
I ndi an Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry has about 1,500 nenbers nationw de.
- - BERNAMA
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