31 JAN 1996
Megat - | ndon
| NDON | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS ALLOWED TO RETURN FOR HARI RAYA

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- |Indonesian nationals who entered
Mal aysia illegally or those who overstayed their visit will be allowed to
return for the Hari Raya holidays, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Megat Junid
Megat Ayob sai d.

He said they nust obtain the travel docunent in |lieu of passport or
SPLP fromthe Indonesi an enbassy and make travel arrangenent thensel ves
with the Imm gration Departnment as well as paying the compound fine for
t hose who over st ayed.

"The Cabinet has given the mnistry the go ahead to allowthemto
return to I ndonesia to spend the Hari Raya with their fam lies through
| egal channel ," he told reporters after attending the breaking of the fast
with ministry's senior officials here tonight.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, |nspector-General of
Police (1 GP) Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor and Deputy | GP Datuk Sansuri Arshad
were al so present.

He refused to disclose the amount of conpound fine inposed but said the
fine would take into consideration the humanitarian aspect.

But under the Mal aysian |aw, the nmaximumfine for overstaying is
RVB, 000.

There are between 40,000 and 50,000 illegal Indonesian imrgrants in
the country. The figure includes those who overstayed.

Megat Junid said the proposal to allowthemto go honme for the Hari
Raya was nade by the | nmigration Departnent.

He said the governnent would not be responsible if they chose to return
through illegal channel and met with difficulties.

On the setting up of an Anti-Dadah Departnent, he said the proposal
paper had been submitted to the Prine Mnister for decision.

The departnent, headed by a Director-Ceneral, will be placed under the
Anti - Dadah Council of which Megat Junid is the chairman. --BERNAVA
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