24 MAR 1996

I NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT PROPCSAL FOR KERI AN

TAI PING March 24 (Bernama) -- Perak will propose to the federal
governnent to build an international airport in Kerian District near here
to repl ace the Bayan Lepas International Airport in Pulau Pinang, Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said.

"The Pul au Pinang International Airport could be relocated to Kerian to
reduce congestions in the area and the land could then be utilised for nore
val uabl e purposes,” he told reporters after acconpanying Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad during a visit to the site of the Tasik
Bukit Merah integrated town project yesterday.

He said the airport at Kerian would benefit the three northern states
of Peninsul ar Mal aysia as well as the Indonesia, Ml aysia, Thailand G owh
Triangle (I M-GT).

According to himthe three states of Perak, Kedah and Pul au Pi nang
wanted a new i nternational airport be set up.

"If the newairport is in Kerian, areas around Kubu Gaj ah, Sel ama
sout hern Pul au Pi nang and Kedah can be jointly devel oped," he said.

Rami said it would also be |l ess costly to build the airport in Kerian
because of cheaper | and and construction materials, apart fromits well
devel oped i nfrastructural facilities.

He said Perak al so suggested that the new Banti ng- Tai pi ng hi ghway be
extended to Sel ama and the state's boundary w th Kedah. --Bernanma
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