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| SRAEL' S LEADERSH P CHANGE W LL FRUSTRATE PEACE PROCESS

LANGKAW , June 2 (Bernanmm) -- Mal aysia feels the change in Israel's
| eadership will frustrate the West Asia peace process, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said Benjanmin Netanyahu's victory could turn out to be a setback for
peace efforts.

"I also feel Netanyahu's victory represents a success for the Hamas
group in its efforts to obstruct the peace process,"” the Prine Mnister
told a news conference here

Dr Mahathir described the situation in the area as strange as both
Israeli and Islanmic extrenists appeared to be cooperating to frustrate the
peace efforts.

Everyone knew that extrem sts in Israel would not conpronise just |ike
Islami c extrem sts and when these two groups cooperated, it created a
strange situation.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had not adopted any stand towards the | atest
devel opnents in West Asia but was nonitoring the situation.

Meanwhi | e i n KEPALA BATAS, Penang, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi in echoing the Prine Mnister's views said Israel nmust be
really sincere in neeting the demands and recogni sing the struggle of the
Pal esti ni an peopl e.

Mal aysi a woul d observe devel opnents in that country, he added

Mal aysi a supported the struggle of the Pal estinian people, he told
reporters after opening the Kepal a Batas Youth and Wanita Umo neeti ngs.

Mal aysi a was neverthel ess concerned that Netanyahu woul d adopt a tough
stand towards the peace process, Abdullah said. -- BERNAVA
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