05 AUG 1996
Power - Bl ackout ( Comment ary)
| T BOLS DOM TO A PRIM Tl VE PONER TRANSM SSI ON SYSTEM

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia, for all its sophistication,
is still equipped with a power transm ssion systemthat is, at best,
primtive.

Thi s once agai n becanme obvi ous on Saturday when a power failure
paral ysed t he whol e of Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a, causing untold disruptions and
damage that are yet to be fairly assessed.

It woul d be naive for Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts M nister
Dat uk Leo Mbggi e, who cane out to explain the reasons for the nmmssive
bl ackout last night, to think that the people are convinced by the
expl anati on.

Consuners are just not interested to know how it happened. O course,
sonet hi ng nust have happened to trigger the transm ssion failure.

What people want to know is why after all these years of nobdern
electricity devel opment, where no efforts and noney are spared, the
transm ssion systemis still so pathetic that a nalfunction in the
swi tchgear could cripple the entire peninsul a.

Anal ysts said no significant inprovenments in the transm ssion services
provi ded by the TNB coul d be detected since the | ast major blackout in the
peninsula in 1992 which was caused by a lightning strike.

That TNB still sees it fit to allow mainland Mal aysia to be at the
mercy of such a fragile transm ssion systemis a serious nanagenent
failure, they said.

It is also hard for the consunmers to be convinced by Leo Mggie's
statenent that since the 1992 bl ackout, "recomendations" fromsone British
consul tants have been i npl enent ed.

One might ask, if these recommendati ons were genuinely to address what
occurred in 1992, why did it happen again, and even on a bi gger scal e?

And this tine, Leo Mbggie again is in the nood to appoint yet nore
foreign consultants.

He woul d, at Wednesday's Cabi net neeting, recommend the appoi nt nent of
foreign i ndependent consultants "for advice".

TNB i tsel f has hundreds of highly trained engi neers who are so famliar
with Mal aysia's National Gid transm ssion system-- which has given
problens in the past -- that if they are professional enough, they would
have been able to address this problemw thout waiting for another
cat astrophi ¢ bl ackout .

This is exactly the point which Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was driving at yesterday when he took to task the TNB nmanagenent.

It was undoubtedly the harshest criticismhe has ever nmade agai nst a
government agency in the 15 years that he has been Prinme Mnister -- and
one that should be enough to rock some senses in the boardroom of TNB under
t he | eadership of Tan Sri Ani Arope.

Ani is of course one of the finest gentlenen to run an i nportant
organi sation in the country, but perhaps it is time for himnot to | anent
too nuch about the existence of the Independent Power Producers (I PPs)
eating into TNB profits, and instead to put his own house in order in terns
of aninfallible transm ssion system

Mal aysia, with the construction of the 2,400 negawatts Bakun
hydro-el ectricity dam just cannot afford such an unreliable transm ssion
system as we are havi ng now.

"If any new systemis necessary to tackle the kind of blackout that we



are having, so be it," said a corporate anal yst.

There seens to be no | ove | ost between sonme TNB executives and the
| PPs.

As one of themtold Bernama: "Previously, we used to eat only one plate
of rice. Nowwith the IPPs, we are forced to eat three plates of rice."

The anal ysts also said that Leo Myggi e should al so crack the whip on
the TNB as the stakes are too high for any weaknesses in the systemto be
allowed to wait for another lightning strike or a sw tchgear nal functi on.
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