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KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's Information Technol ogy
(IT) action plan will not be a "cut-and-paste" exercise of other countries
I T policies, Malaysian Institute of Mcroel ectronics Systens (M npos) Bhd
Chi ef Executive Oficer Tengku Datuk Dr Azzman Shariffadeen said today.

He said the country had to develop an I T plan which took into account
its unique social, political and econom c set-up

"Qurs will not be a cut-and-paste IT plan,” he said at a news
conference in a run-up to next week's national Infotech '96 conference
her e.

Tengku Azzman sai d based on his own experience of attending IT
conferences all over the world, people were still grappling for answers on
how best to tackle the I T devel opment questi on.

"W are aware of what other countries are doing in terns of their IT
devel opnent but let's not be overly inmpressed with them" he added.

Tengku Azzman, who is also National Information Technol ogy Counci
per manent secretary, said steps nust be taken to overconme the |ingering
fear of Malaysians towards IT with all sectors of the society playing their
respective role.

He said I T conpani es for exanpl e should explore ways to nake | T-rel ated
products like conmputers nore accessible to the public by | owering down
substantially their prohibitive prices or service charges.

Meanwhi | e, Opposition |eader LimKit Siang urged the government to
consi der addi ng anot her objective to Vision 2020, to aimfor a Know edge
Soci ety which woul d provide the environnment for lifelong | earning for al
Mal aysi ans.

The DAP secretary general said such an environnent was to enable
Mal aysi ans to have access to the w dest variety of |earning opportunities
and tools to succeed in the new gl obal econony of the 21st century.

Limwi Il be one of the panellists during Infotech's many di scussion
sessi ons which serve as a forumfor Ml aysians to contribute to the process
of forrmulating the national IT policies and action pl ans.

The three-day conference starting Dec 18 will be opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. -- BERNAMA
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