19 OCT 1996

PRI CE OF LOW COST HOUSES TO BE FI XED ACCORDI NG TO LOCATI ON, SAYS PM

SERENDAH, COct 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad said today that the price of | ow cost houses will in future be
based on the | ocation of the housing projects.

He said that the governnment felt it was unrealistic to maintain the
price of | ow cost houses at RWR5,000 per unit as was fixed sone 20 years
ago while the price of |land continues to escal ate.

"However, the government will still ensure that the prices of |ow cost
houses in urban and rural areas are reasonable," he said after observing
the progress of a | ow cost housi ng project here.

On bonus for government enpl oyees, he indicated the government's
prepardness to give thembonus this year.

Dr Mahathir, who declined to confirmthe paynent of the bonus, said
t hat governnent enpl oyees should wait for any such announcenment by Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who is Finance Mnister, in his
Budget speech at the Dewan Rakyat on Friday. -- BERNAMA
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