05 JUL 1996
LEAD Mahat hi r
JOHOR CAUSEWAY M GHT BE DEMOLI SHED

JOHOR BAHARU, July 5 (Bernama) -- The Johor Causeway, |inking the
country with Singapore since 1924, mght be denolished and replaced with a
bridge, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He said this is the hope of the governnent and the Johor government to
see the waters flow again fromthe east to west and vice-verse with ships
using the Tebrau Straits.

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the Rvb billion JB Waterfront City
project, Dr Mahathir said it could materialise or it could not.

"But it will not be wong to nmake the preparations from now by not
cl osing down the shipping routes in the Tebrau Straits," he added.

"Maybe one day, big ships can pass through and the Tebrau Straits
reverts back to its natural state."

A bridge, referred to as the Second Link, |inking Johor Baharu and
Si ngapore (Tuas) is under construction.

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that the Tebrau Straits could a waterway that
coul d be used by Johore residents.

The JB Waterfront City project, covering 48 hectares in the Tebrau
Straits, is expected to be fully conpl eted between 2006 and 2011

The project, providing a new conmercial centre for Johor Baharu, is
devel oped by Johor Coastal Devel opnent Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Pilecon
Engi neeri ng Bhd.

The JB Waterfront City project, which enploys new buil di ng technol ogy
wi t hout the need for |and reclamati on, received prai ses fromDr Mhat hir

However, he hoped that the project would be constructed to far out in
the Tebrau Straits that it woul d bl ock shippi ng routes.

"Bi g ships hopefully could one day pass through here,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the new concept in construction, where piles were
driven for the needed support, could be exported to islands nations.

He said the technique could also be used in the construction of
bui I di ngs and runways over waters. -- BERNAMA
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