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JUST ONE COF THE 10, 000 | NSTANCES OF POVNER DI STRUPTI ONS

By: Janmual uddi n Muhamad

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Today's power distruption is just one
of the 10,000 instances of interuptions reported in the country every
nont h.

The figure of 10,000 instances is unbelievable but it was quoted from
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who had voi ced concern over
the situation on Aug 11 | ast year.

As Mal aysia is nmoving towards an industrialised nation and becom ng a
mul ti - medi a super hi ghway i nfornmati on technol ogy hub, the country cannot
afford to continue experiencing this situation.

How can Mal aysia continue attracting foreign investors and ensuring the
smoot h operations of high-tech equi pnent wi thout efficient power supply?

Penang's Chief Mnister Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon had said that he was posed
with some of these questions during his trade m ssion overseas.

The power distruption is not caused by shortage of supply as the denand
inthe country is still |ower than supply.

The Dewan Rakyat was told | ast year that Energy, Tel ecomrunications and
Posts Mnistry statistics showed that the total power generated by Tenaga
Nasi onal Berhad and i ndependent power producers was 9, 784 negawatt while
peak hour dermand in Peni nsular Mal aysia was only 6,347 MN

The sane scenario is also true in Sabah and Sarawak where their peak
hour demand is much | ower than the capacity generated.

The country's power reserves stood at about 54 per cent as at |ast
year.

The question here is not the supply or demand but rather finding ways
and neans to reduce, or better still to elimnate, the problem

Tenaga Nasi onal and ot her independent power producers need to find out
whet her it was the systemor the nmaintenance programe whi ch was causing
t he probl em

"Find out the reasons. Is the systemfaulty? Do we inspect the cabl es
as frequently as we should or could it be because we don't have an
i nspection progranme?” the Prinme Mnister had posed these questions to them
| ast year.

Do Mal aysi ans still have to enjoy "candle |light" dinner 10,000 tines in
a nonth by the year 2020.7? -- BERNAMA
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