16 OCT 1996
Abdul | ah- Kami |
KAM L WAS MOST LOVED SECRETARY GENERAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bername) -- Foreign M nister Datuk Abullah Ahmad
Badawi has described the former Secretary CGeneral of the Foreign Mnistry,
Tan Sri Ahmad Kamil as soneone who was | oved by the staff and a dignified
di pl omat .

"The praise given by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad when
wi ndi ng up the debate at the Umo general assenbly |ast Saturday was the
hi ghest honour ever accorded to any official of Wsma Putra or head of
governnent departnent,"” he said tonight.

He was speaking at a retirenment dinner for Kanil who served the Foreign
Mnistry for 34 years at a | eading hotel here which was al so attended by Dr
Mahat hir and his wife, Datin Seri Siti Hasmah Mohanmad Ali .

Abdul | ah al so said he had enjoyed a good working rel ationship with
Kam | and was grateful to himfor being "nost hel pful and al ways there to
gi ve a hel ping hand."

He said based on his renmarkabl e career as a di pl omat who was wel | known
t hroughout the world, Dr Mahathir had extended Kamil's services tw ce and
appointed himas the Prine Mnister's Special Envoy recently.

In his speech, Kami| spoke of the inportance of naking sure that
younger generation of diplomats were i nbued with a dynam sm and confi dence
so as to be able to stand tall and carry thensel ves proudly anong
representatives of other nations.

"And above all, they are to ensure that the flane of the nation burns
forever brightly,"” he added.

Kam| said the Prine Mnister's aggressive and pragmatic approach to
the country's foreign policy had enabled the nation to play a nore
assertive and neaningful role in international relations and propelled the
country into the global scene. -- BERNAMA
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