22 JAN 1996
Kar pal - det ai nee
KARPAL UNHAPPY THAT ONLY TWO POLI CEMEN WERE CHARGED

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- Lawyer Karpal Singh said today he
will take I egal action against the governnent as he is dissastisfied with
the Attorney-General's decision to charge only two of the 11 policenen
inplicated in the death of police detainee Lee Quat Leong.

Claimng that the "real culprits” were still free, he said the decision
to charge only the two was a disgrace to the judicial systemof the
country.

"I cannot accept the Attorney-General's action and | will take |ega
action aginst the governnent on this case. | won't let themoff the hook,"
he told reporters outside the Sessions Court here.

Karpal , who was hol ding a watching brief for Lee's fanmly, was speaking
after the court jailed the two policenen 18 nmonths each for causing hurt to
the 42-year-ol d nechanic who died at a police remand centre here | ast year

He said he woul d prove in his civil suit that all the 11 policenen were
jointly responsible for Lee's death and woul d ensure that appropriate
action was taken agai nst them

"After it has been proved that all of themwere involved, the
At t orney- General has no choice but to charge the other nine," he said.

"I hope Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will ook into
the matter."

Karpal Singh also said all the 11 shoul d be charged under Section 302
of the Penal Code which carries the nandatory death sentence on convicti on,
and not under Section 330 which carries a maxi mum sentence of seven years
jail and a fine.

The two policenen who pleaded guilty today, Miuhari Mhanmed Jani and
P. Shanmugam were charged under Section 330 with voluntarily causing hurt
to Lee, to extort information in connection with the break-in at the Mayban
Fi nance branch in Taman Cheras | ast March. -- Bernama
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